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MUSEUMS in England — ^Instances of extraordinary 
Liberality in English Amateurs — Antiques diffused in 
England — Large Antique Vase l)€longing to Mr. 
Edwards of London-^His Library— Remarkable -dif- 
ference between the Ancient and Modern CoUection^ 
of Paintings in England — ^The Politeness of the English, 
Towards Foreigners — English Tourists — Catalogues of 
English Museums defective — ^Count Truchesess's M«i- 
seum — Frequent Sales of^ Works of Art in England — 
Tlic King's Gallery at BuckinghanKhouse — ^Some 
Account of Original Pahitings — Busts and Antiquities 
— ^The Gallery of the Marquis of Landsdowne at 
Sbelbourne-hou»e-^His Library — Mr. Tpwnle/s CuJ- 
icction of Antiques — vJursory \'iew of Statues. 

1 HE nobility and gentry of England 
}iave, since the; French revolution, 
greatly inijulgcd their love of pomp by 
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f mbellishin^ ^it ticf^xsti^ itith the most 
valuable works of. art And prudent 
dealers in th«se artieles have availed 
tfaemsetves of tliis mania to purchase 
considerable gall^i«s in France and 
Italy, for the London market^ whef e 
they found liberal 'purchasers; for 
Englishmen seize the opportunity of 
obtaining possession of a collection of 
paintings, which they would Hot, per- 
haps, take the trouble to acquire by 
degrees. The title and rank of dn 
opulent amateur in the arts gained such 
distinction in the English fashionable 
world, that nia^^y thought they could 
not purchase it at too high a rate. Tliu5 
within the last fifteen years a greater 
number of museums has arisen in Lon- 
don, than this city ever before pos- 
sessed. Paintings were generally 
chosen, and thete are liow in England 
upwards of twenty galleries of pitint- 
ings^ independent of an ama2itig num* 
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.ber of smaller cqUw^qhs. i }m9 mjF 

awalWa: ofUoctioMli Qf yamtingif faoir^ 
ever, a greater numb^ «f j|ifift9r<«pief#| 
Hiay 1^ found than in the larger. For 
9B ^ l0fi» of pomfT had ^^^w ditected 
to iha fineaftftf tbe Cnglidk |^«maiMt<^ 
nought to dwtmgvisti tb«mMlvcs by tbn 
fd$«ies«ioA 9f tiiQ ifiwt curiQW and iid^ 
B^bk wprk^ «S ^sU It 13 no )ob|^ 

a imrf j^vffbi tbi^lv4aaU«pwimK» 
are Wortlk l^iir w«}gbt in g«l<i wJCi^ 
land } an4 I wiU rebto two kiAtanf«i< 
Mr. Angenatftm p$iM for two pi^ntingl 
of MtivUloi' tb^ $uin tff one and twenty 
tboiiaand doUnr^i nn^ ^vit tbrnQ ao4 
tWf nty tbomiM^ dollaip fbr i mftiter^ 
pieco 0f $f bnpkfam FaioN. Mr. Bttik^ 

ford, of Fonthill, en pmk^ ft^OWt ft)f^ 
thousand dollars on^the purchase of the 
tito ' ofltbimted l^nd^biftf wintoft &t- 
mef}y aibrRed the palaeo Altierf at 
Braver iffitlief Mti Ang0firtimi| nxiv 
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Mr. BeckA)rd, possess large galleries J 
Imt tfieir' collections of paintings con- 

* * * 

tSn tbfe rndst valuable and choice spe-» 

crttifens of the art 

. 'I ....'.•• 

^ The amazing ' impediments which 
obstruct the establishment of a coUec- 
tion of antiques in England, seem to 
have inspired English amateurs with 
Redoubled zeal. It is almost incredible; 
what an extraordinary mass of ancient 
works of art has been collected in Eng- 
land during the last iifteen years. 
There are, at present, twelve consider- 
able collections of antiques in the king- 
dom ; among which the princely gallery 
of the Earl of Pembroke, arid the 
collection of Charles Townley, Esq. are 
1^ most prominent. 

It is remarkable, that many English- 
meii, who do not care to acquire a 
inttseam, strive with great ^xpence and 
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trouble to obtain possession of some 

single celebrated antique, in which 
they rejoice more than if they possessed 
them all. Thus an incredible number 
of fine antiques is scattered all over 
England. Mr. Hawkins possesses a 
bronzed Patera, the exceeding beauty of 
which is highly praised ; theEarlof War- 
wick has an antique marble vase, much 
celebrated for its size and the excellence 
of its workmanship ; the Earl of Exeter 
has a famous statue of Bacchus; and 
Mr. Duncombe the much celebrated 
antique dog of Jennings the banker (a 
name which is frequently mentioned in 
the monumenti mediti of Wenkelmann)' 
for which he paid one thousand pounds.'. 
None of thesQ possess a collection of 
antiques, al though the above'-mentioned 
would adorn the finest 2lnd largest col- 
lection; But, perbapS) all these insulated 
remains of- antiquity are surpassed in 
beau^ by a work of art, which is. x^ 



^ 



4cmlKt QisiqiBB. M[n EftMfiaMiB, lute 4 
^o^k#;ll(ir of Paii M«ll« il9^. retimi 
fr<wii bi4$iuf&, |^9e|i^49 tbe i«rgeftAiid 
)^0st beautiful £tr»«cw^ vase that evar 
W4U& sfciu IIhs wagvkificeiit v«»sqU 
ij^ith whkih w>iie of tli^ Haq[iil4x>Bi«n 
Tas» can boar a ^emparifion in ]>om$ 
of size md elegaice, i« tbreeand a balf 
£iay|;iish £^t i»gh, of ^iaa iode^cribabljr 
l»eaiiitifal forni^ and »o watt p^reaerved 
^at it fmaw to ibav^ beea JMist fi«ithed. 
Tk^ body of ttie vesael is surrounded 
^y a dMble row of pamted figures: 
i^ ^ ^f0t pirde Mroerva, Apollo, 
)]Kafiia> iieriwkfiy Caator, apd PoHux, 
ir4 i^€ffTe$eHlKfd I ^lBmd tbe lowi;r eirple 
daB^jiU^^ tlie col^bat of Zlie»e«i3 with 
%he 4^w^. HHm my^h vaae waa 
ih6 :V ^ ^ y^^i* 1790 m Mie vir- 
cuHt|r <3(f.. Xafspc^^ n^tftifie it came 
.ip|)p t^ vafcisible ^ecflteftittti of the 
^tig <^ ^i^cv. Ai tl)e cimqiiaKt of 
jthat kin^oH^ %be pMnch Gbdnend 
Oudinot obtained Q>ossession of it^ 



mk^ ^' iWjKw4f Im^ it for .one 

;9fif^t fpfMiftpoit, Off art tJigjt Mr^ £. 
f)08«««|S(^; it fi;a^ i[;i X^ \ffick^UTi,d 

4w4er a g^^ jfpyer, ^w Jibi^ryis^Uo 

j^ipist i;fin^k3|>|f; i|t ^Ijliain* a collec- 

,^iqsk 9f./u(af^ ei^tiom Pf thp classic?, 

ivM^b 4^ perli;^, mique frq^i its ex- 

Jw^^ty oi^ ^ .copies T^e edifwHes 
pri^mfij^es inay hp Smnd ^ej^e as i^eat^ as 
if tl^y ))f^l just i$9uecl ^om tbe press. 
^<..£^]yrards has procured iqgny of the 
jg^t^ijisj^ fuid mpist ;^c^;ce cu^psities of 
i^ Icind &$^^ the lib^-^ie^ at ,the 

$» ^ aifte tbp idi^sitfi^juti^p c^' sp many 

B4 ■ 
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1and,must tvcirtually prove. By firequetit 
changes of proprietors, they faH, per- 
haps, into hands which do not known 
their value, and are cither- ruined by 
neglect, or buried in places where no 
lover of the arts will seek for them. 
Paintings are also expos^ to separation 
at the death of their owners; but they 
are \ti general preferred to antiques in 
Engfend, and more carefully preserved. 
There are a considerable uum^ber of 
families in England who regard family 
galleries of paintings as tinalienable 
property, and pVeservethem wiihpious 
reverence to their posterity as honour- 
able monuments of the family attach* 
ment to the arts. Those who are ac- 
quainted with the prevailing taste of 
the English, may infallibly discover 
whether their galleries of paintings 
were fofmed fit earlier or later times. 
In the farmer ; for instance, the gallery 
of the Earl of Pembroke at Wilton, 
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the Earl of Exeter in Burleigh-house, 
and 'Lord Arundel at Wardour castle^ 
may be found a considerable number 
of large historical paintings. On the 
other band, the present prevailing taste 
for small and neat pictures is too con- 
spicuous in modetn English galleries, 
not to discover the diflFprence. Indeed, 
in the present day, works of art of any 
considerable, size are seldojn received; 
but their number of fine cabinet-pieces, 
and especially landscapes, surpasses 
expectation. Large historical pictures 
seldom appear at public sales, which is 
easily accounted for if it be true, as I 
liav€ been irifohncd, that the duty on 
the importation of pictures is regulated 
by their size* 

» • 

A foreigner has no difficulty to gain 
admission to the museufjis of tlie Eng- 
lish, who are extremely polite iu this 
respect, and tlie trustees of the Britislv 



muoeuiQ arc feceJiufy4blAng!MAei^ 
tlieir urbanity* it iB well kn.owm thfHi:, 
'OH account of the great atnraibera, wh^, 
from fiiolivGs 4^ jpuiioaity, desired tP 
^iew 1tiia4; institutioii^ certain ryles H^ece 
adopted with rcgaid to ^dmi^sipn. 
Tdicse are seidoin 4^^^^ &om m 
favour of EnglirfuwOT, bwt fj^queirtly 
ia Avoiur of foKCtguei^i^ wbwi Jl^ tr^i- 
tees a^lom nefua^ |>erj0ai^9O l9 visit 
tiie lihrftry sbooA e^ccdtoKt mmamcripts^ 
"wiiidi the smamum tovisM». Tkifi 
iimefit. i experioiiteed tfasiuj^ tbe 
wMdmm fii tibe B^irernd liuMnw Misuu- 
ric^, sdioaeieftoiits im poefbry iumI Indiaii 
iijstoiy iuire ^fQ|»tt«t Iihdi gttat oete* 
Ibiit^. fiiit, .^l^koiif h iBnglkii ^jsUerks, 
nearly without exception, a^e <ipen Ip 
foreigners, they are seldom able to Vie\r 
Ibnn iunrertrained aiiil iairntes»riipted. 
faidividuals ^nemtty ^snplosf mi i^ld 
iaepvaBt,^ swptfy the homekaepei;, *tp 
«jdb^ tfaeu* gaJioMS'^ 9tiBi^ ; jvd it 
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mif ^emaiy he ima^ned) thst ttiMc 
persons, who are veiy iinskilfui 4:sq^ 
4uctors, seldom know by heart the 
catalagiite of die imrks; and be« 
9ides, harass a stranger by thekr 
impatienoe., Hi&f we accustomed t# 
hiiny their countrymen through 4lie 
s^i^tmen^ as they seldom pame to 
coo^der aey w^orks with paiticlilar 
attentkm, but content themselves with 
41 general superficial view. Half an hour 
is thought sufficient by these hasty 
Ciceronis to fifhew a stranger aU the eu*- 
riofiities of a large hmise. ^ thoxM he 
«tay an iipur, their impatiemse is ex* 
tiseme ; Init should he ex<eeed that space 
of ^lime, he, mny vefy «pon fceif¥g so 
JMHTpied tby the eJR^Ms loY fhnr 91- 
^MHiQur, tkak he frefers .to renounce 
ihe ifidfi4genoe. ^nd in vtst ting 'Sie 
<eduiaiti7*W|i%9, wfiere ^e tnoat magntr 
leent tiesswes trf art ^ fmodT^ 41^ 
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fomgner seldom fails to 'encounter 
similar vexations* 



The museums in England are little 
known; some tourists certainly have 
undertaken to furstish the public with 
circumstantial accounts of their pere* 
grinations, which are truly ridiculous. 
Among these geatlanen, one Mr. War- 
ner, a clergyman at Bath, deserves 
particular notice, as having printed, 
three years ago, a most insipid descripr 
lion of Bath, in one large quarto volume 
on wove paper hot-presspd. It is highly 
ludicrous to see with what grjavity this' 
description, of writers display their 
treasures of inforiQation gleaned from 
an ^acquaintance with some old Eogbsh 
footmen and iipus^ekeepers^ If ^n^ 
readers remember what I Imve,,. in « 
preceding chapter, said respecting the 
jj^ravitj cf £^U&h compilers, they ma5f 
^^rasily imagine how ludicrous the gravity 
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of these tourists must prove, they being 
always excessively turgid. 

The curious may, perhaps, ask with 
astonishment, if the want of proper and 
complete catalogues of the works of 
art dispersed throughout £ngland^ bad 
not been felt long ago ? and whether 
in a country in which the most trivial 
circumstances are carefully recorded, 
even to 'the uninteresting epitaphs 
in country church-yards, the great 
utility of an historical account of the 
existing museums, should be totally 
disregarded? But at this moment no 
critical or tastefully compared cata- 
logue of any English gallery does exist* 
There certainly are two catalogues of 
tiie Pembroke collection, one under the 
title of Mdes Pembrokianas ; the other 
written by Mr. Kennedy: but their au* 
thors liave displayed an ^norance and 
insipidity apparent even to those who 



liave ii&tr seen the ooUectiOft But il& 
catalogues emiftt ef the magiufieeiitr 
collections of the Dukes of Bridgewatet 
atiiA D^venshiiiei the £firt»0f Exet^i'aii^ 
Wnxwkk^ Lard Anrindtl, und ftiiui^ 
dthers« It aoettis as if the mobUi^ of 
SngUnd had omitted bo f amiAh accounla 
of the-tveasares' they poss^ftit, ffoln mot 
other motive than because they are not 
yet conyinced that their natma doe^ 
not tako a lively iortevest ift tlie arts. 

It ts obvknis^ that the Engl ilhnaftkm* 
has not a& yet dtspkyed a puMie in* 
lere^ ia the ndtitmsil posaedsion of 
heaixtifbi works of art; but, on the 
other hand^ whenever opportumtte^ 
have otkrtdy tfaey have supttieiy neg-^ 
leeted that advantage. Th6 nmniMr int 
which the offer of OouM TrucliesesB's 
nyoaeum Was I'ecehred^ aiSbf ds the most 
itNsent and striking instance of tfat* 
afMlthy with whi^h the English natiois 



vfttu* tr6flu( •f atf. This noUeman 
fni^iwed sit Yietina one of <he aiost 
magtiificefttgalleti^offiamCiogftyWbicfa 
(jd^mMided the attteiTation of all wo- 
nois^urft. The c^unt offtered tliis gai-^ 
leiy to th6 English nation for sixty 
th^Mfid gnineasy a sxan by no ikiaaiia 
^xtravagantyif wt eoftipare the iMrinsie 
value of the Goltectiott with others 
^ui^chaded at vefy h>^ prices^ Thia 
gallery did not consist of small cabinett 
pieces, but of large master-pieces, sur- 
passing by . far, in point of nutnbarsy 
the Earl of Pembroke's, i^hich is the 
largest in England ; the latter does noft 
contain above three hundred, wherea9 
tM ^rmei? comprises nearly ona thou-* 
sand« 

Considering the rigid eeooomy 
whith tlte British v^nateobserves in the 
applreation of the public money, in 
support of the.fifte arts and>«ieicea. 
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tlie grant of sixty thousand guineas for 
the purchase of a gallery of paintings 
'was not to be expected. Count Truche- 
sess, therefore, wished to interest the 
opulent citizens of London in favour, 
of his plan, and in December 18052 
issued his proposals, which seemed 
admirably calculated to stimulate even 
the spirit of mercantile speculation to 
a public-spirited cfffort in behalf of the 
fine arts. The sum requisite for the 
establishment of the gallery was to be 
qontribiited in ten thousand shares at 
ten guineas each, part of which was to 
be applied towards the purchase of the 
collection, and the remainder in pur- 
chasing a suitable house for its recep- 
tion. The property of the museuiji, to 
which the public was to have admission 
^at a moderate price, would then be di- 
vided among the holders of shares, who 
might expect very handsome dividends ; 
the receipts of the Royal Exhibition, 
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which lasts a month only^ amounting 
to nearly four thousand pounds an- 
nually. The Truchsessian gallery would 
have hecome a place of resort to all 
accomplished foreigners at London, and 
it would have been a useful school to 
English artists, and a rendezvous to all 
lovers of the arts residing, in London^ 
It was further to be expected, that the 
price of the shares would soon rise 
above their original value, and that 
government, on becoming acquainted 
with the utility of such an institution, 
would, perhaps, secure the property to 
the nation. Several of the most eminent 
citizens of London offered to receive the 
money, and be answerable for its proper 
application. Count Truchsess esta- 
blished the value of his gallery by a 
considerable number of master-pieces, 
which he took m^er to England; and by 
the testimonies of all the professors at 
the academy of painting of Vienna, and 

VOL. III. c 



kev€ral ot^r lemmeiit amsteucs, ainaiig 
whom were several Engtishmeti of high 
K»k. The i^ndertaking, titerefore, ash 
sumed the ikirest hopes of iiuuErcess. But 
the public spirit, which displays itself 
with such splendour in England, when 
a plan is to be carried into execution, by 
which trade may be encouraged, human 
misery alleviated, or national power 
extended, cannot, as it were, be aroused, 
when the interests of arts and sciences 
are to be promoted. Five hundred 
thousand pounds were subscribed in an 
hour in the city of London for the ereo* 
tion of the West India Docks ; but not 
ten thousand pounds could be procured 
in that immensely opulent metropolia 
ior the .establishment of a museum/ 
even though it held out advantages of ai 
mercantile nature. X^ount Truohsesa 
has, therefore, been obliged t)o relivh 
quish bis plan, and is at present dispose 
ing ckf his fine gallery in Loncliui. 



oAEii^r mvNMir^ If 

Hi* mnt magnifioeiit coHeotimu «f 
arts at and m die aeigfaSxMiiiiood of 
Loodcfn, ase those at finckingham^ 
houae, the nlteries of the Duke of 
Stidgeirater and Marquis of Lands^ 
^wne, Mr. Hope the banker, Mr. Agar, 
the Duke of Devonahire at Chiswick, 
%/hs. AufTiKe at Chelsea, and that of 
fte late Mr. Charles Townley. I have 
seen all these collections, with the eK* 
ception of U>at of the Duke of Bridge* 
water^ to which aecoss ia extremely 
difikult, and I ahall endeavour t» give 
some account of them; but it is faar 
from my intention to furnish a detailed 
er a critical catalogue, which would 
require better oppbrbmities than those 
I have had to view the contents of 
ftesc galleries ; besides, a pcrfbct con- 
noisseur, only, can critically estimate 
distmguished works of art. We may 
understand a book, and disttnctly and 
eorrectfy «tate its coateats, trtthoot 
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Wing able to ' criticise ^ it; and this is 
the . case with works of art. Whoever 
has seen many : master-pieces of great 
artists, and . seriously^ studied them, 
may acquire an aptitude in discovermg 
beauties in others, Avithout possessing 
the acute observation of a true con- 
noisseur : I say a true connoisseur ; for 
many^ who with an important air judge 
the most excellent "monuments of art, 
and with mucti boldness criticise them, 
are frequently found deficient in the 
first elements of critiqisiti ^s well as 
judgment. v 

Several English collections, of which 
I purpose to take a cursory view in 
the following pages, have never lost 
their possessors. The • enthusiastic 
antiquarian Charles Townley, and the. 
distinguished Mi's. Aufrere, died some 
months aga The large gallery of 
Mfs, iVufrere will probably remain in^ 
the possession of her heir, Lord Yaa- 
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borough, wJio is.kno\^n to^be^a zea-^ 
Jovs amateur. But the rapid, and fre* 
quent change of possessors prbvies ^ex** 
tremely vexatious to atnateurs. It. we 
only look at the catak>gue of galleries^ 
nientioned in the English Connoifiseur, 
which was published thirty years ago^ 
it will appear, that some of the most 
considerable coilectious have eithei? 
been sold, as those of Messrs. Baanani 
and Jennings at London: others. have.' 
been totally dispersed; for instance, 
the fine gallery of Mr. Methuen, wliich 
is now at Corsham-house near Bath.. 
Even the royal galleries of paintings at 
Hampton - court, Kensington - palace,. 
Windsor, and Buckingham-house, have 
suffered so much by being removed 
fmm one place to another, that not a. 
single catalogue of them is now cor- 
rect. How frequently have the cartons» 
of Raphael been removed from one 
royal palace to another during the lajst ' 

c 3 



tvratjr }ifsftrftf Thejr mre §jat a4 
HamptoaK^Qiirtv vrhence tir^' ^e i e« 
'aiayed to 'JBQekKtgbani-bQNaisay where 
tiiey^ wei€ intend^dibr ixaiper-haTigingiS^ ; 
tiiemre they w^ct. bai-ried to Windsor^ 
tkeift^ toi!]^ogim)rc, and then back again 
to Windsor^ vfiieie- they p£&sed from 
0ne room to ssnothev, till eventually 
soma were dtatkmed in the castle, and 
others left to embelMsh tk& Qiteen'sh 
lodges 

BuckinghflHiiHhouse, winch th^ rbyal 
fyamly vmd to^ inhabit when in Lon^ 
don, wesembelHsbedwitih the cfaodcest 
wovks ol* aft from Hamptons-court, 
Windsor, and the old palace at Ken* 
sington ; which may, perhaps^ now be' 
removed toWindsor, since the royal fa*- 
ntiJy h$Ly^ cha^nged their residence* W 
that ptaoev , The eoWection at Buck- 
iaghattiJ^euw incoAtestiWy contained* 
th^ niQSt yatud^le paintings bel&nging< 
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to his Majesty, and wa« the chief or- 
nament to the interior of the palace, 
tile roorni^ of whi6fa are by no means 
fitted tip iii a style of degance ^qtial 
to the houses of the opulent inhabit- 
atits IB London. Very little of the 
fbmitrirc is i^mptuous^ and the greatef 
^rt ofd fashioned, and not a sn}gT6 
carpet to be seen in the whole hoiisre ; 
the King considering it to be a fashion 
too' elFeminate. The drawing-room 
only is fitted up in modern styl§, and 
#lth great -taste and elegance ; the em- 
firoiderie» in this apartment are dond 
by the royal princesses. 

The fblbwing are among the nl6st 
beautiful works* of art iD^dl I saw all 
Buckingham-house : 

Clatide Lifrrain. — Tlwce fxcelteni 
landscapes. ^ \ ' 

e 4 
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• . • • • ' ■ 

^ Vandyke. — His own portKiit^. 

Kino- Charles L on horseback, and 
the Duke of Asperne, as large as life. 

. Gueixino. — Three exceedingly beau- 
tiful half-length portraits, which the 
King some yeajs ag-o received from 
Rome. 

Barocci. — A holy family. 

Spagnoktto. — Ilalf-lengtb portrait of 
a philosopher reading a book at a 
lamp. 

. Sxvanerelt. — A landscape representing 
a wild, romantic valley. 

Carlo Maratti. — Several fine pic- 
tures. 
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P Rubens. — ^There are several of the 
largest works of this artist in Buck- 
ingham-house; among which, the most 
distinguished represents St. Martin in 
the act of dividing his mantle. 

' Guido Reni. — ^Two of his largest aiid 
mostastopishing works are, Andromeda, 
and Venus attended by the Graces. 

A Titian. — Portrait of the Duke of 
Alba, and a picture representing Ma- 
ria with the child Christ; St. Luke, and 
St. Ignatius, in half lengths. 

Many modern pictures of native ar- 
tists are put up in Buckinghani-house ; 
the walls of a whole apartment are 
covered with large paintings by Mr. 
West. Among other original pictures 
of known aiid favourite prints, is the 
death of General Wolfe. The cabinet 



I 
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tof^ the Ott^en ia huiig >tith portraits 
painted by GainWborotfgh ; but I cte 
j«)t reftieifibCT to have sc^ a migte 
^ture by Sif Joshua Reyn6k9s ixt 
this or afty other royal* eolkctioih' 

A ifttth6er of vakrable mTniatmre 
jiaiTitijii'gs, cliiefly portraits, are fowtt4 
tere hi a large gla26<l frame ; arti^tigf 
which is an excellent portrait of Mary 
Stuaitu 

An <!3{ceHent portrait by Ttnteihettd\ 
representing the celebrated Italian ar^ 
chitect Palladio. ' 

The private library df lck\B . Majesty 
11^ very voluminous, and it is affirmed,* 
choice. The library consists of two^ 
iMig MOiiis^ and a^ very fine rotutida^ 
%hted f^km^ above ,v ^is is^ filled wit1». 
bbokg t0 stteh a degree, «ha£ they oA%ti< 
stand three deep. Dr. Johnson ob- 



taified perm^icm fronv his Majesty ^ 
mse tfaig library; aiia^ he irequetitty 
pimed bis mmnings there, vfhen tlM 
Kitg at times visiited aasd conversed 
with hitii« This rotanda is i!en(|iiie9^ 
tibnabiy a t^ fine libnary^room : it is, 
hawevGty mirpassed hj the nvagnlficetit 
Hbraiy'^oom of the Marquis of Lands^ 
downe at Shelbourn«*-boase. 

Sfaelbouime-houftek^one of thegteatesft 
eano^ities in London ^ it is situated M 
the soBtb of Berkeley-square^ Its i^tyle 
of areldtecttsre ib plains, but taitteful / 
acid to jadge froia its exteriidr, it seernsk 
only to be a roomy^ el'cgaat dwelling j 
but on entering the ball, the mind is 
sgveeaUy surpi^ised by sr degt^i^ of 
magnificence, which raises this imMm^W 
to the i-ank of a palace. Along the 
^miHto of the haU are pfeuced' antique 
herlneB^ piHarfls ^^ oandel^^st . 0\^ 
posite the hall| at the staircase, wbi€h> 



y 
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is lighted from above, sfands an an- 
tiiiue colossa,! statue, of Diana;, and 
beautiful works of antiquity strike the 

. eye of the spectator on all sides* in the 
lower part of. the house* . One niagni- 
•fi<:ent room leads to another, and the 
splendid decorations of the interior, 
together with the surprising magnitpde 
of the building, cannot fail to com- 
mand admiration. At the end of a 
double suit of handsome apartments 

. you enter a magnificent, large apart- 
ment, which contains a select collec- 
tion of paintings, among. which are 
the following excellent works by dis- 
tiuguisheU masters i 

' TfeK/er^.,— Three landscapes, very 
large. 

. Vem^t. — ^Two of his largest pieces^ 

representipg a tbund^r-storm on the 
coast. 
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Bei'ghem. — One of the largest and 
finest landscapes by this master : it re- 
presents a narrow, steep, rocky valley, 
through which a small river rushes 
with great velocity. 

« 

Nicolas Poussin. — A holy family. ' 

-Gaspar Poussin^ — Two very large 
landscapes^ representing dusky forests. 

Vandyke. — A sketch, representing 
Morpheus in the form of a slumbering 
boy. 

Mtirilhsi'^Two fine pictures, 

Leonardo da Vinci, — One of the 
lai'gest and most admirable efforts of 
this artist is, perhaps, his holy family^ 
» 

Wktteau.-^A small na:rce picture 
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Cbmde Lorrain, — One^ 1m ^aya^es t 
cabinet laDdcK;a{>e3B. 

, £«iie«tf.-rr A. yery large ,a3tar-pic5ce. 

r 

' : ■ '! 

Carh Maratti^^Tyro very fine pic- 
tures. 

Among the antiques^ one of the 
£nert is placed in the large Ubi-ary ; it 
represents a naked, masculine figure. 

litis statue istands at the entrance 
•of the library, which is very lofty^ 
spacious, and highly embellished. 
Along the vails are reposttoried fpv the 
l)ooks9 so arranged that any book may 
be reached. The library contsfins about 
thousand volumes, aad is said to 

very complete in ih€ departmeoti^ 
of politics and modern history. This 
library is th<$ uamal «tndjr ef the noble 
owxier of Shdbourne-house* All that is 



^ojirofthe Marquiaof Laodsdowne ex* 
<:ites the i4ea of a, truly gi^at nvaiy 
who embraces tlie most elevated sulv 
j^cts M'itb a most accomplished mincl^ 
and wfi& appears equally vtaierable b$ 
a patriot; magnanimous as a stiitesmasi^ 
^rdent and refined as a 'Jover of the 
^rts, and an acute and solid literary^ 
•character. 

The collection of antiques belonging 
to the Marquis of Landsdowne is cer- 
tainly one of the most valuable in 
London: it was, however, surpassed 
by that of Mr, Charles Townky, whoM 
invaluable museum was not only con* 
lidered the first in the metropolis, i>ut 
:\%, \f a£| by ma^iy thought superiof iq 
%h^ large. Pembroke collection in c^ 
tm respect^ 

r 

l%t ^ijitl^nsiastie amtjqufTi^nf Mpt 
T&xwnley, resided twenty ye^« in tt»ljf^ 
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where he unceasingly collected ySua* 
fele antiquities, erarployed people to dig 
for them, and lived for a long -time in 
familiar intercourse with the celebrated 
Cavaceppri, who probably guided his 
choice whfen he laid the foundation of 
his museum, in which there are many 
excellent pieces from the collection of 
Cavaceppi^ The amazing extent of 
this magnificent gallery surpasses all 
expectation. The- Townleyan museum 
may indefed serve as' a splendid proof, 
what enthusiasm may effect when it is 
attached to active zeal, and occupies 
the whole life of a man. 

At first sight the exceeding opulence 
of this fine collection cannot fail ' to 
excite astonishment ; and it increases 
on a closer obser\^ation, for beauty and 
perfection reign throughout. A statue^ 
of Thalia is one of the chief ornaments 
of the' Townleyan museum. . 
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j^^sAm^ of ]^i($QfaiM a» 9. ))oy 19 ia 

perfect ptefwuttiQtt. . 

Diana. — ^An excellent figure ^ Uxge 
^ life. 

- Ariadne, or Libera. — ^This is perhaps 
the finest statue in the collection, and * 
is one of the most beautiful in the 
world 

A statue of a discus-thrower, as large 
as, life. 

\ 

^A small very fine statue of Hercules 
in hronze. 

A voluptuous group of a fawn and 
a nymph. 

A statue of a fawn. 

A statue of a slumt^ing Cupid. 

'♦OL. III. © 
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I * Fine 1>ust8 are very abundant vre^ 
yet the collection of Lord Pembroka 
surpasses by far that of the late Mr. 
Townlcy. 
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CHAP. II. 

MR. AGAR's Gallery of Pictures it Loadoii— Original 
Works of distinguished Masters — Mr. Hope's Gallery 
—Chelsea --The Military Hospital— Mr. Wiliam 
Garrard's Academy for the Education of young Sea- 
nen<— Villa of Mrs. Aufrere — ^Her principal Pictures. 

.J. SHALL never foFget the agreeable 
hours I spent befope I left London in 
the gallery of Mr. Agar, whose house 
resembles a temple of the artSi I shall 
merely select a few pictures as indica^ 
•tive. of the distinguished masters h^ 
possesses :. 

* 

An infant Jesus on the lap; tlie 
Madona, by Giovanni Bellini;. Mr. 
Thomas More^ by Holbein; a land- 

D 2 
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scape, by Elzeimer; David and Abigail, 
by Rubens; a landscape, by CUude 
Lorrain; tlfe discovery of Achilles by 
Ulysses amongst the daughters -of Ly- 
comedes, by Nicolas Poussin ; a holy 
family, by THian; a bust of St. Cathe- 
ms^ by "^iutor^t; » landscape, by Ja- 
eob Kuypj ^mother by jHobiiSft; a 
smaJl, welt-finished figure of a knight 
on horseback, by Vandyke ; a land- 
scape by Berchem ; the conversion of 
St. Paul, by Ru^ea€ ; 'an opan country, 
l)y Bamtecek; a portrait oT Lady 
Itaka, by Ax^f&i dtt 8arto; a imsl of 
1 Maedfliene, hr Mtirillt; a VkaoMsih 
latml}' of peasants sayisg grace hs&re 
dinner, by IWieirs ; a bead of St. Fe- 
truis, by 'Guido; a holy family, fey Aof- 
drea del Sarto; a large landscape, by 
John Both ; a holy family, by Luda-* 
vico Caracdi ; a beajaHlkfe^ < l^iaidscape^ 
h}' ClaAidie Leivwfi ^ Bslv^ dtixigkg Ua* 
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gar out of lier hoaie^ hj Rubins; the 
heads of tfae MadoHa and Christ, by 
Correggio ; a hdy family, by Raphael ; 
a small picture reptesentitig a oymph 
rising from the bath/ by Amaibale C^^ 
racci ; Cupid, by Dominidnno ; a holy 
family, by SUsto Fcrriato ; two land-r 
scapes of middling itize, by Claude 
Lorrain; whole Ictngths is. large ai 
Iffe^ by Rubens ; a distant country ii 
an autumnal fog, by Wouv6tmann ; a 
holy family, by Van der Werf ; aa<»ther^ 
by Pietro di Cortona; a ridhigrsehoof^ 
by Wouvermann; a picture, by Sal vator 
ftostf n large Iftifdscape, by Nicelas 
PotiAsiA; the Mscdona under a tree^ 
xffith the child offi het lap^ by Van-i 
dyke;- a leiodscape in the Ap^nni^e 
moxxtilklmf by I>t»ninicfaino ; a wild^ 
dandy cc^nti^y^ by .Tenter^; fonr b^du*' 
t^l ltad$caped, by GlaAide Lori^am^ 
tvfo Mnall |>i6tures, by Nicolat^ Poust 

d3 
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sin; a famous picture, the united la- 
bours of eight great masters ; a holy 
family, by Parmegiano '; . three land^j* 
scapes, by Claude Lorrain ; two charm- 
ing pictures, by Murillos ; a Magdalene^ 
by Agestino Caracci ; a small landscape, 
by Du Jardin; a Flemish farm-house in 
a meadow, by Van der Velde ; a very 
large beautiful landscape, by Berchem ; 
Venus supported on the sea by a dol- 
phin, by Francesco Albani ; Ixion em- 
bracing a cloud resembling Juno, by 
Rubens* 

Mr. Hope, the famous banker of 
Amsterdam, is now resident at Lon- 
don, where he enjoys the general re- 
gard and esteem of the English. He 
has been fortunate enough to save his 
valuable gallery of pictures, of which 
I shall mention some original master- 
pieces.-^John and Christ as children^ 
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by Vandyke ; a sea-side country, by 
fiackhuysen; a large landscape, by 
Salvator Rosa; half-length portraits, 
by Parmegiano ; Daphne converted 
into a laurel tree, by Nicolas Poussin; 
a Cupid, by Pietro .da Cortona; a- 
landscape of middling size, by Claude; 
the Madona with the child, by Alex- 
ander Veronese ; the Graces, by Nico- 
las Poussin; a beautiful picture, by 
Teniers ; Venus and Cupid, by Pagi ; 
the Madona with the child, by LucIch 
vico Caracci ; a stormy sea,^ by Back- 
huysen ; Mary with the chiki Christ otk 
her lap, by Andrea del Sartq; a sea- 
port, by Claude; John^ by Fn^ncesco 
Mola; t>m small pictures, by Hotten- 
hammer; Actason and Diana^ by Anni« 
bale Caracci; a landscajpe in Greece, 
by Claude ; a warrior, by Giorgione ; 
Bacchus and Venus in a sacred grove,, 
by Francesco Albani ; a very fine land^ 
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scape, By Bologticsc; a holy family, by 
Pactix) da Cortona ; tibc old Gredatt in 
prison suckled .by bis daughter, by 
Itubens ; Christ and ■ the girj at the 
well, by Annibalc Caracci ; Magdatetie' 
rfenoufacing the pleasures of the world; 
by \3ruido Reni ; Mary ascendiil^ to 
heaven, by Vandyte; Actaeon and 
JMana, by Francesco Albani ; a holy fii- 
inily, by Murillos ; Mary's ascension to 
heaven, by Correggio ; the head of a 
Madona, by Correggio, his celebrated 
DanaK, one of the principal beauties of 
Hht gallery; two naked figures, by 
Julio Honiano; tv/o small l^idscapes, 
by Potter ; {Mary Magdalene, by Van 
der Werf ; twt) of the finest |>tctures of 
Mieris ; an old family picture, by Rem^ 
brandtj Christ and the adultress, by 
Rubens; an extremely large kind*^ 
scape, by Titi;ui ; a landscape in au- 
tumn^ by John Both ; niins^ of antiqui^ 
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tiifs, by Van der Ulft ; tvvo small pic- 
tares, by Ostade; one of the finest 
pictures of Wouverrfiatiti; the inside 
of a large Gothic church, by Peter 
Neefs ; a small picture, by Gerhard x 
Dow; a landscape, Hy Moutheroti; a 
small picture by Pohlenberg; Christ 
sleeping on ship-board in a tempest, 
by Reirtbmtidt. 

' Many of the charming villa^^s which 
encompass London ^re now so closely 
connected With it,' that a Stranger mis- 
tjikes them for parts of the metropolis. 
This is particularly the case with re- 
spect to Chelsea, which has been ra- 
pidly efnlarged'and carefi/lly improved' 
during theise last ten years. In afew 
gefnerations hence the name of the vH-' 
lage^ so immediately in the ticinfty ef! 
London will probably be entirely ;fyf^^ 
gotten. 
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Chelsea i» situated on the banksi of 
the Thames, and adqmed with several 
beautiful villas, which af&rd a most 
delightful view of the noble rfver that 
approaches majestically to the metro- 
polis. The village of Chelsea reminds 
me of many celebrated men of forineF 
days; Shaftsbury and Swift. resided 
there, and in the large country-house 
of Thomas More lived Holbein and 
Erasmus during their stay in England. 
Towq^rds the river side, in a fine and 
airy situation, is the famous military 
hospital for invalid soldiers, built by 
Sir Christopher Wren. Jt is a very large 
and fine, but simple building: the in- 
terior looks cheerful and clean; the 
pensioners dine together in a very spa- 
cious and superb salooti, and appear to 
pass as happily as • they can wish the 
remnant of their days. 
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There are a great number of boarding* 
%hools at CheUea, of which that of 
Mr. Willi^n Garrard, known bjr tlie 
name of '* Ormond4)ouse,''' is particu- 
lariy distinguishable. Boys intended 
for the sea receive tlieir first professional 
rudiments at this academy, and are 
taught both the theory and practise of 
all mathematical and nautical sciences. 

Among the beautiful villas that 
adorn Chelsea, are, the seat of Lord 
Cremome, and that of the late Mrs. 
Aufrere : the latter was a warm friend 
pf thife arts; she spent some time in 
Italy with her husband, where she 
collected a very valuable museum, of 
which the following claim particular 
notice : 

. A, . beautiful landscape of Claude 
Lorrain ; two large landscapesJ^Sal- 

Of ^ 




44 *hA<^£ti* t^ 

vatx^r Roda; foUr kttd Wipes, by Ga^ar 
t^bu&siii; Christ taken ffota the crossy 
by Atitiibale GaiaccT ; a bust of Mary * 
Doioroik as'lafge ad life, by Goido 
^ertt ; Mars and Versus, by Luca Giar* 
dftfto; Cupid bendmg a bow, by Do* 
ittinichiho; ati oH valuable picture 
painted on wood, by tn unknou^ii 
Italian master; Armida and Taftcted, 
by Nicolas Poussin; a very fine, manly, 
and expte*sive h^ad* by Guere^ ; a 
head of Cbtfet as-largca&life, by Carlo 
Dofce ; ft head 6f Magdakfte^ by C^rfa 
Mamtti ; tvro bhibH ptetures painted on 
iro(k)y by m uhUmwa lulkift msiMef ^ 
a %bil, by Guiido Rfehi'; two pieciW of 
forest keneiy; a picture by Vaftdykej^ 
d battle^ by SiUvatcir ttmu ;* the MftdMi« 

contemplating the slumbering inllfit 
Jesus, by Guido Reni ; a holy family 
by Ruttefiphafftttier f ihitee tee lahd- . 
stapes by Teniers; Venus removing at 



tliorn from her foot, by Paul Veronese; 
a pirate, by Giorgione; Saint Catha- 
rine, by Correggio; two pictures of 
Agostino Car^cci; two of the finest 
pictures of Francesco Albani ; a large 
incompairable picture of TitUn^ pamtec} 
on wood. 
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FROSFECT firoin Higbgate aodHainpstiiad'-'-C^iiTen*- 
lions Club— Somers-Town— HajETOW on^ the Hill-;- 
The Duke of Devonshire's Villa at Cbiswick — ^The 
Gardens at Kew — Richmond — Windsor — The Royal 
Palac9--CartouQ8 of Raphael^The Royal Family'— 
Greenwish Sfospital for Invalid Seamea* 

X^ONDON has this great advantage 
over most capita^ that one may ireadily 
desert the bustle of the cky, and enjoys 
the puF€ delights of nature. It&envir(»)s- 
are every where beautifully ruraL A 
stranger should not omit to visit the 
villages of Hampstead and Highgate, 
from whence he commands a most 
delightful prospect of the surrounding 
€ountty. 
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Highgate, about four raifes from 

London, is situated on a high hill^ 

whence a wide fertile plain, bounded 

by the vast metropolis, presents itself 

to the astonished view ; the way thither 

leads through Islington, a fme village 

adjoining London. Ifighgate crosses 

Hampstead over a pleasant footpath : 

the latter is one of the largest and most 

frequently visited villages in the neiglv- 

bourhood of London ; the view is more 

picturesque and more extetided than at 

JHighgate ; to the eastward you survey 

the beautiful counties of Essex * and 

Kent;. towards the north-west the fine 

eminence of Hiarrow on the Hill; to 

the south the metropolis, enveloped in 

smoky clouds,' and skirted by • a blue 

ridge of hills. It is pleasing to retrace 

the memory of Pope, Steele, Gay; 

Addison^ and other literati, who held 

theirCoiiversations Club at Hampstead 



48 TRAVEL? l^ 

JRiet^rQmg to London the road le^ds 
through Somers-Tcwn, a, n^w-buiht 
town, ^>uilt by rich QiXisfCifi^' witl< ^ 
«pequUl;iv€ vieyr. 

I^rQw on the HiU lies ten mil^s ft^m 
Londpn, tQw^rd^ the i^Qith-wf i^t, and 

is r^m^tkftble for a feinou?^ public 
fchpql, which ha$ produced, w^wg 
other c?i^b?^cd charactei;j, ^4r- Sh«^ 

dliil^Qt fipm Hy# PmI^ Qinifr. "^^^f 
4«B9Kivg fkgwof of tiff ife^fipi 4m\in 

^ fye pf >«. stranger, $a|) ^ gfill^ 
fixst in FiWyVttnl 
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Not far from Chiswick, a fine stone 
bridge has been erected, by Mr. Robert 
Tunstall, across the Thames to Kew: 
the royal gardens are here eternalized 
by the tastekssness of Sir William 
Chambers; ridiculous contrasts in the 
decorations and monuments shock the • 
eye every where. 

* The beautiful village of Richmond is 
surrounded with fine country seats; it is 
impossible to imagine, at the entrance, 
the enchanting prospect that awaits 
you from Richmond-hilL The mean- ; 
dering Thames flows through a luxu- 
riously extended valley, and is bordered 
by rich meadows and dark green 
forests. From this hill, on a fine day, * 
the view reaches to. the ctiebrated 
Gasltle of Windsor, towering on an. 
eminence. The royal family inhabit* 
the new rooms, but the state {apartments 

VOL. III. E 
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apd the drawidg - rooms are ancierit. 
The great tower, m the. middle of the 
casitle, is. surrounded by a rampart, 
ranged with cannon. Here the governor 
resides. In the presentatipn*haU are 
four cartoons of Raphael, painted in his 
best manner. On Sundays, in the after- 
noon, the royal family generally walk 
on the fine terrace of the castle, which 
is, at that time, crowded with spec- 
tators: » soon as the king appears^ 
tbey form two rows ; the band of thQ 
guard play during the whole of the 
promenade; the royal family walk 
slowly up and down^ and eoaverse with 
• ittany persons of all ciassi^; the whote 
scene presents a touching aad solemn 
picture of the atjBachment of the people 
to their sovemgn. The king, altliougb 
fu advanceki in years^ shews in his 
exterbc no msakb of weakness ; his de* 



partment is easj and free, like that of a 
man in the full vigour of life* 

Greenwich is* another village much 
frequented by the families of citizens ; 
*the park belonging to it is pleasant^ 
and the magnificent hospital for invalid 
seamen, situated on the banks of the 
Thames^ affords a superb prospect from 
the river ; the neatness of its interior 
entiteiy cotrci^pmids with the i^eautjr 
of its exterior. Each invalid has a little 
room to himself^ with a bed, a tablc^^ 
andy generally, a small pair of drawers* 



« • • ^ . , • \ 



E 2 



3r€ TBAVfiLS IN 



' « 



CHAP. IV. 

OF the different Modes of Travelling in Bngland— ^ 
Travelling in a Ppst-ehaise, on Foot, and in a Mail- 
coach^^English Hotels — ^Travelling in a Stage-coach — 
Their different Kinds— rOpposition Coaches — Depar- 
Uire from London to Bath — prospect of that Town — 
The QueenVsquare — The Royal Cir9us — [The Royal 
Crescen t — Somerset-place -7- Landsdown Crescen t — 
Fiilteney-«tr«et — Sidney-gardens-^Sources: of Acquisi- 
tion to' the Citifzens at Bath — Physicians and Artists 
at Bath — Thcv new Pump-room-r-Asseinbly-rooui< — 
Departure from Bath. 

xdOWEVER interesting the country, 
foreigners rarely visit the interior of 
England, many of them being deterred 
from the pursuit by the expence of the 
undertaking, which they imagine to be 
greater than in other countries. Ex- 
perience, however, has taught me, that 
this idea is erroneous; and I could 
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easily prove, that Germany, compared 
to England; will give to the latter 
every advantage in point, of conve- 
nience, as well as in point of expeace. 

Post-chaises are only used by the 
opulent among the English, or by men 
of business who have missed the mail- 
coach, and whose affairs are too pressing 
to admit of delay; This way of travel- 
ing is very expensive; fur besides tlae 
chaise hire, which is very high, there 
are the turnpikes to pay, and those so 
frequent," that we may reckon on that 
pleasure every two miles and a half 
upon an average. 

r 

England, from the excellent state of 
its roads, and the fine commodious inns 
which are to be met with even in 
v;illages, is particularly calculated for 
the convenience of journiea on fopt 3 
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'bat these aye itiiras uAcoimnon as at 
IShe < timd whett Morite; lindertook his 
-toSsome v^aixderuigs in Derbyshire. 
4t&me fingUsfamra, however^ have made 
the tour of the country on foot, and 
lUBOIigst c^hei^ the Rev^ead Mr. War- 
Tier of Bath; but thfese gentlendien take 
care not to record the derision they 
niet with from othet travellers, nor tha 
iMJur loo^s with which they were re- 
<!eived by the Ijtodlords of the different 
tens. 



• ^b^^e is no way of travelling moi^ 
.convenient, for -mai in business, tham 
by the mail-coach. This conveyance 
unites a most surprising expedition to 
the gre^itest of all possible comfort and 
reaso^l^le expellee. 

The llnglish mail-coaches are calcu- 
lated- to; ti*aArel seven miles £s}glisb(dne> 
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mile and two-fifths German) an Tiotir, 
including the time which is lost by the 
change of horses, breakiast, dinner, and 
supper. The travellers are allowed 
twenty minutes for breakfast and 
supper, and twenty-five mmixtes for 
dinner. To the guards of the mall- 
eoaches are given in London a mounted 
watch, which is opened by the agents 
at the end of their journey, in order to 
ascertain whether they an-ive withm 
the given minute, or whether they have 
Jbeen neglectful in duty. 

The passengers of the mail-coaches 

alwajrs* consist of respectable persons. 

As they know at the inns the arrival of 

• the mail-coaches to the very minute, 

every thing is always. ready , host and. 

•hostess hurry to meet the passenger, 

vand conduct him to a comfortable 

^i50oro, where, in a twinkling, breakfast,, 

i; 4 
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dinner, or supper, is served. The mail- 
. coaches frequent the very best inns^ 
where the traveller is entertained in 
the best and most reasonable manner. 

' It is generally acknowledged by all 
. travellers in England, that they haye 
been most agreeably surprised with the 
elegance of the inns throughout the 
, kingdom. The sleeping rooms and 
beds are kept uncommonly neat : it is 
true, beds are that sort of luxury among 
the English which are always carefully 
attended to. 

m 

t 

The inn*keepers here are not less 
polite and attentive than tlK>se in 
Prance. They do not pay their waiters^ 
whose entire income consists in what 
they receive from the guests: this, 
however, by thd great flow of persons, 
amounts to so considerable ajsum^ that 
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in the course of eight or ten years they 
lay by a capital sufficient to enable 
them to choose a mode of life more 
independent 

The English landlords do not under* 
stand those long systematical bills of 
fare which are offered to you by a 
French restaurateur, .as at the first 
hotels in London the permanent bill 
of fare never contains much more than 
the chef ice of a dozen dishes, of which 
very few are calculated to pamper a 
Tefined palate. But any traveller of 
sober habits will soon perceive that 
some few English dishes, as, for ex- 
ample, beef-stakes, are so exquisitely 
served, that one may repeatedly choose 
them without becoming tired. 

The number of stage-coaches which 
perpetually traverse the roads of Eng- 
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_ land m almost incredible, and so fiip 
from lie^infg empty they arc generally 
ovcdoaded. It augments every day in. 
Ae shape of opposition coaches, as they 
call them*, which ofteii^ prove ruinous- 
to the proprietors;- as they sometimes 
carry their resentment tx) such a pitch 
• as to. convey passengers for a mere 
trifle, and* evett for nothing, without 
regarding the considerable loss they 
^stain on such occasions, in order to 
Bmother the undertaking of a rival in, 
its vefy birth. The travelling in the^ei 
kind of vehicles is very expeditious, 
but the company is not select; the 
very reduced prices generally inviting- 
the vulgar classes to travel by tKa* 
opposition coaches. 

» 

The form and size of these stage- 
troaches are various: they usually have 
seats for six people; some only for four, 
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and otiiers in form of a cjlidder, are 
called long-coaches; some have seataon 
the outside, some have not. The soudler 
.the number of passengers the moye 
convenient for those that use the 
coach. . 

My first journey into the jsittTior 
Avas to Bathy and was not very pleasant^ 
on account of the coach being toQ fulL 
I was, however, soon reconciled to the 
squeezing and tossings I had undejsgon^, 
at beholding the pleasant valley that 
-unbosoms the city of Bath^ the river 
Avon steak through it, and glides 
along the town. The Old Town is 
in the valley, the Ne w Town is buiit 
on the asoeat of hills.^ The stramgei: 
£nds hkaself si^gularLy taken by 
.aurpji$e tp^ ;fiiid B^th built alqu>s|; 
throughout of massive stone, whefeap 
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in most of the town& in England, even 
their largest buildings ?re raised with 
brick. This massive stone, hawever, 

* oifers an uncommon solidity rather hi 

'^appearance than in reality, as it is 
nothing more than a soft kind of lime- 
stone, which is easily shaped to any 

' form by the means of a saw or an ax ;> 
it hardens when exposed to the air, 
but decays too soon, and falls to dust : 

'the pks that furnish it are near the 
town. 

Bath, upon the whole, is a very fine 
city,, and offers a mzgniGcerit coup d'csU 
wfeen viewed from the rising grounds 
on the opposite shore of the Avon; its 
elevated squares^ resembling great pa- 
laces gradually projecting otie above 
another, contend, as- it were, fbr sove« 
feign $way. 



GREAT JSRITAIN. 6l' 

The many large and open squares 
this town encloses occupy an uncoin- 
men extent of ground ; it, therefore, 
appears doubly large from the number 
of its inhabitants. The dazzling white - 
of the stone- work gives to theNewTown 
a very neat appearance ; but the Old 
Town, though built with the same kind - 
of stone, has become, from length of 
time; almost black by smoke and fog, 
and prtsents a most gloomy aspect, 
lliis part of Bath contains a number 
of irregular streets, and as many oblique 
<5orners; mdeedj the structure of the 
improved squares is wanting in sim- ^ 
pticity and size, 

QueenVsqiiare, for instance, is very ' 
pleasantly situated, and occupies a 
considerable space of ground ; but fVpm 
the low Corinthian columns 'which <le* 
corat^ its btiildihgs, together with the 



small windoin^ ft&d tiie fidiookmgly iil- 

slwjped obelisk which dtancU in the 

centre, all i(tea of elegance is remov^ed. 

The Royal Circus, not &r from it, may 

be looked upon as a most striking, re-* 

presentation of the ridiculous taste of 

thtf architect. Aft^r having passed, 

fapii^ey^r, through a reftiarkably $ne 

sticeQti called firock-street, you co^ie . 

to a isom^what elevated spQ% and eiyoy • 

am^t agreeable piQspect; X niean from 

tHei B^al.Cr^^scqnt,, opposite, to wh^ch* 

the most beautiful meadows adpm the 

s<^tie, and e^tc^d. themselves, along the 

deaeendimg^ hill, into a vale where the ; 

Avong lides in slow and rippling mur^ 

murs, and leaves to the gratified eye a 

shputcr cff WQodlaind hiUs; whUe t^ 

spectator, io directing it to the Eighty • 

ei^$ ftjiiiQSt chaining prospect adong.^ 

tha p\tm^W9A%o^BnBtol^ aod tothe- 

leib fatti ,oit tbn It^tm V^vwcA MiJ^ , 
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13iesc agreeable meadows Sum the 
general. rendezvous of the bemt mondt 
at Bath for their evening watks ; and the 
;sight' of the gaj tbrang, added to tile 
jujral j^eauty of the plaice, is certainly a 
treat of the most exquisite kind I can 
axaaember ercr to have enjoyed. 

A little aboise tlie Royat CrsMetit is 
St. James'si-sqtiare, very large, and cock 
tahung^veiyneatbuiklings; and higher 
joj^/iS' Laadisdown Crescent, which is 
fornied by % torn of large and ststely 
houses^ irhkh e4>m«)aaEid a most ex- 
tesmm vie^ ovi^ the whole valieyt 
On; abo«t the same level is ScMsiersetf- 
place and Camden-place ; &ese build>*^ 
ings ane likewise magnificent, and inhs:^ ' 
lilted only by very opulent £innlies; 






Poit^iey'Sfeieel m a most sn^esrib^^ 
iltttM^ aiki <)^«$ «V oM eikl tt^^ 
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neyrplacev which contains the Sidney- 
gardens, or the Bath Vauxhall. The 
building at the entrance to Sidney- 
gardens is far more considerable than 
that of the Vauxhall near London. . 
The interior is laid out with much 
elegancy. The ball- room, the gaming 
(card) room, and the dining and supper- 
roon^s are.fumished with infinite taste. 
The gardens are pleasant, with a large* 
s^mi'cirqle of bowers, similar to those at 
Vdu^hall ; biit the pavilion and large 
rotundas; with which the latter is . 
adorned, are liot to be found in the 
Sidney->garden9. ' The *, Avon . Channel 
passes through the grounds^ over which > 
tv9!o neat iron bridges conduct thej 
visitor : along vei^ pleasant meadows^ 
Sidney gardens are illuminated from., 
time to time; the illumination I saw 
w<as; tasteful, but nOt so brilltant jus at 
Vauxl^all; l^itthc display of crowd md:t 
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gaiely did not aeem to' be inferior to 
the London assembly. That rage for 
amusements, * that extravagance in- en« 
joyments of all sorts, which are the 
general characteristic among the visitors 
of hot wells and sea*shores, do not 
meet with, an exception. Bath is 
looked upon as the English academy for 
refined taste and bon ton. Young 
ladies generally cesort to fiath to 
begin the study of the manners of the 
beau monde. The. brilliant period of 
fashionable associatipn at BaCh is tlie 
winter season, when the elegantes and 
beaus from »U. parts of the: kingdom 
flow to this favourite rendezvous, whicll 
then becomes the residence of the^ 
ldobie$t familie».Qf England, and affords 
ji iiiicrative harvest to iti cttizens. 

. \]%ith doei not boast any flourishing 
|i|rai|<;}ies q£ cfDmioerce ; very likely on 

VOL. III. ' w 
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acdoimt 6f its being so d^ar a pldTce for 
tbeestaUishmentof mantifactomsy and 
ks otherwise disadvaBtageoos poc^ition 
fbr commerce. Its only commerce h 
Vinth Bristol^ a port to which £ath 
COtnmunicates by the Avon, which 
Conveys craft of one hundred and 
twenty tdiis burthen. 

a 

Bath is a perfeet mine for the English 
|fhysicians, and no less a nutnber of 
IH'ofesstonal men were xralctrlated in 
180^ than ^y, 'Without reekontsg 
those whoy hf forbiddea means, know 
hew to ruik themadves among" ti» 
Iteuity. 

Bath having been Ibra eoitsidenidbli 
time the mmt brilliant rendezTonswitk 
the English fashionable world, luxury 
Ites reached a certain height; of- splendor 
MdTeftdetiient pie^Cttliarfy it» ewti ; yet 
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Bath haSt never afforded any asylum td 
the arts and sciences/ A certain kind 
af artifstSy however, who convenientljf, 
assist despairing lovers, are very numei* 
ous, and mi niature painters in abund^ 
^Qce fill the city* 

There are four public baths; the 
largest is situated just behind the new 
pump-room, the windows of which open 
©vfer the bath called the King's-bath, in 
lK)nour of tlie dwarf King Bladud, wlio 
is supposed to have discovered the 
hot well, and tof whom a most mon- 
strous statue guards the bath. 

At the public-rooms, even in the 
forenoon, parties of gentlemen sit down 
to. cards; but; the ladies do not make 
their appearance till evening. The 
as8eial)iy-(roems are appippriated to^ 
dancing four times a wefek, at otlier 

F 2 
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times to card parties and concerts, 
JDuring the fine weather the Sidney** 
gitrdens are much frequented. Sunday 
at Bath is like Sunday every wl^re else 
in England. No music, 90 dancing, 
no cards, are suffered ; and the assembly- 
rooms open merely for promenade and 
conversation. 

The assemb]y*rooms are- certain^. 
very brilliant and pleasing to the stran-» 
ger, but be seeks in vain for that ease 
of society which gives him an oppor- 
tunity of forming interesting connec- 
tions ; on the contrary, every one seems 
rather to study a more than usual for- 
mality. There are some large coffee- 
houses, which are very neat ; still the 
stranger has only to admire the orna- 
ments and gildings, while he can form 
no idea of th^ir visitors, each of them^ 
secreting himself in a cell of his own. 
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Those who mix with a large circle of 
acquaintance may enjoy a degree of 
pleasure peculiar to themselves, but the 
stranger experiences onjy a gener^^l 
reserve, which, as it were, isolates him 
in the middle of a crowd 

' Every morning in the weet a four- 
seated coach sets off from the White 
Hart inn at Bath to Salisbury, and 
psisses through a little town situated 
half way from Bath, whence I directed 
my course on a fii|i€ autumnal morning. 



F 3 
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CHAP. V. 

ItOAP from Bath to Warminster — ^Warminster — ^TFie 
Park at Loogleal— Salisbury— The Cathedral— -Old 
Sarum — Salisburj^plaiq — Sconehenge*-- Foutbill — 
WardouTcastle> — Wilton-house — ^The celebrate Mur 
aenm of the Earl of Pembroke — Antiquities — En- 
trance into Bristol— ^Teitkple-street — The Mob at 
Bristol — Cause why the Poor Bates aie saiaUwat 
Bristol than in other English Towns — ^The Harbour of 
Bristol — The Police of that City — The Grammar- 
'KiMKit*-Fav«urabie $itaatioo of the Town for Com- 
merce — ^lis flourishing State — Character of the Inlia- 
bhants — Want of public Places — ^The Theatre — 
The Bristol Churches — ^The Banks — ^Tlie Tradesmen 

^ at Bristdr-Clifton. 

« 

A HE joad from Bath to Warminster 
is veiy pleasant ; it runs for a consi- 
derable way along a rising ground, 
which ofiers to the right a most in- 
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vitxBg ptoBpett of dii3teied vsUlies; 
«^liile to the left the eye wanders ove^ 
a chain of hills well clothed with 
wood.' 

The mckbtung after vxy iarrival at 
Warminster I . wc^t cm. &x>t to Lon^ 
leat, the magnificent seat of the Mar- 
quis of Bath; it is at ibtir miles dis- 
tancC) and i found die Mad very sandy 
and uopleasadt. Here a foreigner ha« 
a better opportunity than any whare^ 
else to form a proper idea .of £nglish 
gardeni ng :. . the great artist^ Brown, ll 
the author of the judicious and fine 
disposidons which distinguish^ Long^ 
]eat«pavk. 

The same coach that, brought me 
from Bath to Warminster carried me 
the next day to Salisbury, a town situ* 
ated. in. a. spacious vale, which^ fkosvi 
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its localii^ and magniteent catheiifal, 
Appears at a distance much lafger«tha» 
it really is * Sectoral small rivers meet 
Iiere, as the fiourne, the Wilch, and tbe 
Avon; the two latter qf which, bonr- 
evef) vliea imited^ are not considerable 
^Mngh to he aav^frf>te. 

After leaving Salisbury, the road to^ 
ifards the norili offers a dreary, un- 
^usant, flat, and uninhabited country, 
upjon which, at the distance of about 
a mile and a batf, OU Sanm is situated^ 
^le flatness of the country is favour- 
able to the vfeir of the ruins of its 
castle, which form the highest elcvatioa 
of the plain, and arc therefoic ssiea 

^ Tnifl codhednj is onec€ the&iesltBOSuineiits of 
Gothit architecture : it has been deMxibed by no many 
travellers, that I shall not he diffuse. The interior of 
the buitding has /«ceivcd these late years some vtrj 
•onfti4eniblc hnproveftietiCi. ... . . ■ 



from a considerable dbtance. Tlut 
latge track- of uBcultitated land i$ 
caHcd Salislmry-plainy which extends 
itself for about forty titles in lepgth, 
and. fiaraAftb<» {Mtsturage to about oise 
niUiofl of sheep. A very celebrated 
flumument of l^tisfa antiqiutj^ must 
fM>t be forgotten, I mean Stonehenge, 
idbottt ten mHes from Satkbury. 

» 

Kear Fondbll, the country seat of 
Mr. Beck&rd, the richest individual in 
Englancl, our coach stisppcd for soine 
time: Mre afterwards drove through 
the park towards Wardour-castle, the 
magttiieent seat of the Dake of Nor^ 
folk, which is four miles distant 

> ■ 

Upon my return to Salisbury, I vi- 
sited Wilton-house, three miles dis- 
tant, which contains the . inestimable 
museum of the £arl f>{ Pembroke, the 
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Ttchness of ^htch is most aBconmioii^ 
md surpasses every thing the iBMt 
fianguine expectation could imAgioe. 
The. picture-g^IIefy ^contains ilo. )e^ 
than about thi^ hutidred pieces of the 
first masters ; antiques ; abolit 9ev€nty 
statues^ fiiiy^ight bass-reliefe ; and one 
hundred and flfty-^two busts : and tli^m 
is besicks a* large cabinet, wJitch dm-^ 
tains old gems and pieces of antique 
money without nuniber, not forgetting 
about* a thousand sketches of drawings 
hy the first masters. The- collection 
of busts seemis to me the most valuable 
tof the -museum, for their number, as 
well as their beauty, surpasa by^r» not 
only a similar collection at lhe4aiu$eum 
at Paris/ but perhaps those of most 
Other celebrated galleries. 

'Approaching toMfards Bristol fnom 
Bath, the dreaiy, melancholy 



GRfiAT BmrrAiK. . 75 

,aa€fi around etmuis the tra^eHen Thi» 
^lofHn «^9es fram the witn^r of glas^- 
J)^i$es wd Mgar lefineiief that kmne- 
><JMt«ly borfkit the tofwn, wl^i is^ «s 
k w^e, .U»t m the cokams of ttnoke 
that enumate froflu these &brics, and 
.sohite themdvaocmg.ftra&ger, not vei^ 
fiieawntiy, as:«fheQ te the wind jcimcs 
Xhwi dbirnwaads. fireiy one^ tbero- 
•jSore, feels impatient ito. ^t into n 
xteaiser aljowsphtre, la osde? to f etgit 
:as sQon 9s pMsiUe theifitst.disagree- 
nhle: imprf seion. The . ibiiiitftncy .and 
t^ustle of a srsdb eommercial town. i% 
bovrever, milch doitnoyed by the {>as» 
^age throMg:h Ttrnpie^street, *which of^ 
ie«ds ^Uie i^ye e^i^trmidy. This abo* 
iinipaMe sliet t is more than half a mile 
long, and from its narrowness and un- 
cleanliness, it nukes, the imagination 
resort to the most obscure times of th^ 
middle age. 



. The mass of the mob in firistol 
seems to be in proportion more con»- 
aiderabte than in London, but, com^ 
parativefy speaking, of the extent and 
population of this town and the me- 
tropolis, the number of those poor, 
which are in Mraht et public suMe- 
nance, and to whom it is never re- 
fused, is here ahnost one-half less con- 
nderable than in London ; yet the poor 
rates are three timet less than in Saiis*- 
bury. The cause /i>( this &vourable 
tSect seems to me to take its origin 
piartiy in an almost total absence of 
Mnall manoftetorie^ which every where 
contrtfn^ to aisgtntot the number of 
beggars, on account of their being Ex- 
posed to sudden chaises that do not 
affect more considerable establishments, 
and partly in the nature of the manu- 
factories, Bristol containing very few 
of those most liable to the caprices of 
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fashion: for instance; the manufacto- 
fies for fine steel ware at Salisbury, 
and those for printed cottons at Leeds, 
Manchester, and other places, all of 
which offer to the workmen a very 
precarious existence ; and often, when 
they seem to have attained the most 
flourishing state, tiiey ^re most ex- 
posed to a sudden fall. The manu- 
factories of Bristol, for centuries past^ 
consist of malt-houses,' sugatvrefineries, 
glass-houses, idistU-rhouses for brandy 
and other ^pirits^ and conridecable 
breweries ; mrhich are. carried^ on with- 
out interruption by means of great 
capitals, and procure to numbers among 
the lower classes of people an uninter- 
rupted employment 

The country round firistolis ex- 
tremely fertile, and provisions are much 
cbei^r than in any other part of the 
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ktngiADim The advantages aristng^ 
from the coaUpits of the neighbour-* 
hood am very conieiderabley as the ex*^ 
pence of firing in: many parte of Eng- 
land ffi among the hea^vrest burdens 
poor firadlies hare to contend wHh| 
aAd' often! pro^'^s fa? more destructive 
than even the dearness of bread, by 
pedwoimg objects of poverty and miseiy 
tDH Sfcek refogc in begging; while at 
Bnfitoirtiie vety reduced prices of coals 
atioMT' the podt^st families t(». enjoy a 
ibemlbrtehle fimside. Another source 
fbn employ ixy this cla^ of people is 
p0(»ented to thim by the krge port of 
BrifilQ}) wbichi ooeuptes an astonishing^ 
mimfaa^ of hands* 

" The long quays of this port form- 
mg^M it were, aa extensiw aircl^. twa 
qiwi^i^ <of the to^u are thereby ^vtr 
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port and town causes no part of BrialAl 
to resemble the more modern quarteit 
of London. Here every one seems to 
crowd towards the port, from which 
the multitude strike off into the di& 
ferent quarters of the town ; thus most 
of the streets nesemblie Thame»*street 
in London, and the eye meets every 
where, mingling with tl^e well-dressed 
inhahiitants;, certain outre figwres, wh6so^ 
ajnphibioua nature give them a peculiar 
character. Saiiors of aU colours aiid 
nattons ai« coastaatly sbrdlin^aboid; 
the streets, not foigettisg ev^ry mo^ 
«K!ttt to> amuse the padseagigis witibi 
wiwt tlugr call fuk ! . 

The port or Brislol is one of tht 
'SbuM mghtasr a atrfknger cm enjoy, esH 
tc«ii3^ Arom the bridge itpoii the qmy > 
here he facikoM^ a forest oSmm^ whlehir 
im^btmi^ a^Jiich^ cMSMiits. the toi^ 
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Along the quay is a row of neatly* 
huilt houses; but however well peo^ 
pled, active^ and lively, the principal 
quarter^ of this town are, the suburbs 
northward, as well as southward, ap* 
pear so uninhabited and desert, that 
one is apt to imagine them the ruins 
of a decayed colony. 

^ The police of this great town seems 
not to be superior to that of London^ 
and in many cases still more n^ligent 
It is not therefore to be w^idered ^ 
if these^ quarters so inhabited should 
abound an filth ; but it is rath« 
more surprising, that the genteel j^rti 
of the town is equally notorious for a 
want of cleamlihefss so uncommon in 
England. Indeed many of the prin-* 
Cipal streets are deprived of that com- 
mon ornament, a pavement. The 
lighting is also much B^lected f that^ 
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howeycTj is tiie <»se . in many of. tiie 

• 

provincial towns, but probably na 
where .so striking as at. Bristol; not*, 
withstanding that city is, of all others^ 
the least calculated to dispense with 
a sufficient number of welMlghted 
lamps, on account of the number of 
small angular streets which intersect 
it, and in the dark, become very unsafe. 

This populous town cannot boast 
any well-formed institution for tlie 
education of youth ; for if we except 
a few charity-schools, and two hedge- 
schools with only one master, who is 
poorly provided for, there is but one, 
called the Grammar-school, deserving 
any notice; so that an fLuropean town, 
with one hundred . thousand inhabit- 
ants, po^seissos but oijie st^hool, and that 
conducted by two masters pnly, which 
cprtaiitly is a, political wpndtfr ; bu^ 
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aidiik^tiwfaet. IV) *lMs igls^tmg^dei^ 
Act a3< toi the cfettms.' of/ pDs^eriljt,' um 
dbvndsUitie of^ inatitDftidBs: to reccmr 
tl» {^oot< aad^ infftrm^ offer a; moist; ra^ 
aifu^kajfde ootitiSBt|a fon. iw Idas- tfaait 
.tibiMj^^t^ 4>f tiae totisr are Jt04^ 

Hie prositknDK of ( Biistol' is pattici&t 
lariy advantageous to commerce, so 
Ameii ssb,/that ei^endhesiibek sus^ined 
m the la9fe« centtnry, w^cn England 
l^as s^paipattd &om the- proTmees; of 
Norths Aigti€m£^ ^^vsusi net able, to iitr 
jure it# cpiiisie^efiee: Tbis; poit was 
IbitEHefly the'c«i|)aviumr fbf ali the ppo^ 
difree atxd iigiercfta^diflBriTom Wad^and 
Il^stnd ; and tbn* advaatagts; arisiiiq^ 
to k^Hrom tlie Westt lisdaGu trade,. ha«ft 
fofj^bkd it^ to vfe^ in that^branch, eveft 
n^ith the tDjCtropolisi- Liverpool has 
lately obtAMiedHSi^me'Of ks-most con-^ 
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sidet abtc bratichel^ of trade with th6 
West Ittdieij and^ Itelafid, and shares irt 
the firafltfe" of ' the trade with North 
Wales * S6uth Wale^ however;^ remains 
stationary; but the Bristol manufac* 
toried- are certainly in aftouri^iiig 
state, and its navigation is still so coni' 
^iderable, that the merchants here are 
chjrbeb of no^tess-'than 'three' hiradfed 
tradkig ves^dis^ which tii^ almost conet 
tittually at sea^ without mentioning the 
great nunYber of sma^l^ cra& which 
are employed on the- Avon: and Wye; 

Luxury fead not yet taken very dec^ 
toot among: > the mejriQaQtile worl4 (^ 
J^tol, wbo jbave hitfaei:!^ d£stiix«* 
fished tHitoiftelyes: by the pfud^ce 
w^i whidit'tiie^ hitive c^oducte^ theii 
(Kmcerna^ in cbooaiiig ^ ii^at secufo 
way$ in prefeienoe tp thealluring patli 
a£ brU)dM*> hut hmTdom ap^cttlatioa) 
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a circumstance to which they are in- 
debted for their great and unsliaken 
credit, as well as the accumulation of 
so considerable a capital, that their 
town is still considered, after Liver- 
pool, the richest provincial town of 
England. 

The English look upon the inhabit- 
ants of Bath and Bristol as offering 
the two extremes of character; the 
one, weJl bred, polite, and superficial ; 
the other, honest, rough, and solid, like 
John Bull. Public amusements are 
perhaps, for this very reason, almost 
entirely neglected ; and the few which 
Bristol c^n boast, are far more wretch- 
. cdly directed than those in any other 
commercial town in Europe. It pos- 
ses^ses only one very small theatre, and 
that not well supported. Tlie house 
contains only two rows of boxes, each 



GREAT BRITAIN. 85 

holding about twelve persons, a small 
gallery, and a pit of the same propor- 
tion : it is opened only three times a 
week, and t^en very thinly attended. 
There is not one sociable club in this 
large town, if I may credit the asser- 
tion of one of its inhabitants. For 
concerts and balls in winter, a small 
suite of rooms in a- neat house ih 
. PrinceVstreet, are thrown open. Thiils 
limited are the public amusements of a 
town containing one hundred thou- 
sand inhabitants. Coffee-houses sure 
few in number, and^ still more gloomy 
and melancholy than in London. 

* 

Churches arc here more generally 
-frequented than in* any other part of 
England ; their number is astbnishihg, 
and increase every year by the build- 
ing of new chapels. The sect of Me- 
thodists has e^ttended itself iu a for- 

G 3 



AweU in Tempte-street^ Horse-fair, &%. 
J^xnes>-back and clitirchryiard : the^e, 
however, are Among the * highest <:1m8 
^f Bristol inembauts. 

^The .^rst-rate ;LDiidon m^rchairts 
iseldom attend the exchange, but it is 
jBot ^o with the Bristql iQerchant, ^he 
ijc^chai^ge being the pls^ee of ^Beeti^g 
ibr all men of businessw 

There are slo jless than sevj^ biapl^ 
^e meanix^ of which an unkiforiiidd 
stratiger ,may mistake for th^re l)eif)g 
seven bankers; and is not a little sur- 
^ri^ed.)iir.hen he u^cjerstaads <rhe;ntii9ber 
^f .tl>e ia^ter to jagpmit ito aioye \hdn 
^\\V^yf w)i}o^ ip di&fQBfe parties, i^te 
.ir(pi;med(1^ , 

^int^d o^ptes. Hi3 astppiRhoient yfj^l 
. j;ifte .still %h5r fit &»diiig, »:^ jroaMw 
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lEvglisAi toiras, ^omt «rf tAem^centm* 
nng '-^ hsadly (Ave tfaousBiid uibdbitaiitBy 
. otie,<1»iao,iattd>«veiyiiM>reof fkesdiMmli^, 
^/emjT' one <$f them maBufkctuFing* their 
^own ' paper^money . 

flhose t0f the ^^lodiidal hanks that 
f haxQfgonGbefond thmr limits, iDterrurpt, 
rm;a vecy seriou^ maBm^r, the trade ^f 
the shopkeepers in the diiFerent towtis, 
by withdrawing the circulation of 
j^eady money; li^nccithe frequent com- 
^pktintiof tradesmen about the scarcity 
\€£ emu. -As often, ^erefore, as we 
dtmet 1 with .towns where this class of 
^radespei^le da not shew this kind of 
-fembafmssmenty we -may assert with 
ioertaiiity, that the due proportion be- 
'^.tween specie and paper has not yet ^ 
^jbeen 'inuch encroached upon among 
'*thcm. iAs it is^lfor instance, the case 
wrth Biistol, where tiiie tradesnuu 
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0eein8 tp carry on his busili^s' with 
. uninterrupted success; and wears tbe 
appearance of unclouded prosperity. 
7heir magnificent and. rich shops are 
no where to be equalled, except in tbe 
metropolis; their brilliancy, together 
with their ornaments without number, 
give cheerfulness to' streets which 
otherwise would be melancholy to ah 
excess. 

Literature and the fine arts in few 
great towns are so entirely forgotten 
and deserted as at Bristol; here the 
fine arts have not even met with 
that common hospitality, luxury and 
riches almost universally, prepare for 
them. Notwithstanding the number 
of rich inhabitants, there is not one 
who ever thought it worth the expence 
to form a collection, a cabinet, or a 
gallery. As to monuments of the arts. 
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they ate no more to be met with than 
artists. 

The cathedral of Bristol is a master- 
piece; the building is executed in the 
most perfect style of Gothic architec- 
ture. The chancel presenting lofty and 
elegant pillars^ is particularly mag- 
nificent; but here we have an in- 
•stance of the present want of taste 
among the inhabitants, which shews 
itself in the most ridiculous manner 
possible, as their very fine pillars have 
been painted yellow, 

t 

* The state of the booksellers at Bristol 
shews very plainly how little the in- 
habitants care about literature: the 
former reckoning less than any other 
tradesman upon the sale of their bopks, 
thty endeavour to reap their chief pro- 
fit upon the sale of pens, pap'er, sealing 
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•WAX, .pettcik, &c. ; so 'that thnr bodk>- 
sellitig is a mere paper trade. Their 
stock in books is also very inconsider- 
ably •aad tbo^riiever r publish fbooks 
Jhemselves, 

Tlje cduntry round Bristol imiWs 
many natural attraotions with romantic 
, grandeur; a luimher of fine »v«tlteys 
ssurtoiind^tj^ /town; among others, one 
inte^seitted wilh rocks, through m^hicfa 
.Ae river Avon rushes with «gi«eat 
.rapidity, arnd particularly distinguishes 
itsel£ 

If ^ydu dstjetid the rock fix>m « the 
Tiorth^west side you are agrecftWy suf- 
.^pised -with* Ithe inB\v of -a tcha^ming 
♦town, »which appears to. occupy a con- 
siderable piece of ground. It is, in 
truth, hut a village, I mean Qift6n ; 
i^4^ich, however, forms a considerabte 



^addition to Bristol, with which it is 
^united. It is built in the same style as 
the modern part of Bath, and of the 
same kind of materials); it contains 
magnificent streets, long circular rows 
^9f. houses, iieat squares, and pleasant 
AMllas, all of which, surrounded by 
Hcharmifig little gardei^s, render it one 
"^f ' the prettiest ^>ote in the kingdom. 
'Here .the b^cm monde of Bristol ejni- 
^rate iftoni 'the heavy atmosphere of 
•^moke ^and tc^ wl)ich ^sontinually en- 
velope the city; - and since I have seen 
this' enchanted spot, I »o longer wen- 
!ider at tlieir hiaving neitlier paric nor 
^auTtfhall, nor any public walks, where 
the tUganies of ^ both sexes may as- 
;semble. From tl^ height of Cli&^a 
riiie most ^beamtiful ivomantic seenety 
-iBys^opcarhftkai^ tj)e ^andering^ -eye, 
4a»d jaakeft y<^ forget the attrae«roir^f 
the most maga^Mnt- gai^e>as^^^^ 
are but the production of art. 
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CHAP. vr. 

DEPARTURE froio Pcistol to Birminghanv— Prospect 
of that Town — Its Population — Causes of its present 
Decay — Advantages of its Situation and Constitution 
The Hospital — ^Vauxhall — The Shops at BirminghRm 
— ^Tour from Birmiiighain to Warwick— The Tov^o 
The Castte of the Earl uf Warwick — Departiu'e fnom. 
Birmingham to Slirewsbury — Mr. Boulton's \'illa — 
Prospect, and Ktitation of Shrewsbury — ^It» TrsifBc 
with North Wales — A Fair-day at Shrewsbury — 
The Hospital — Arrival at IJaiig.ollun' — Contrasts 
of England and Wales — The Builis of the Caslle 
Dinas Biam — The Abbey at Valle Crucio — Cor- 
inrcn — Uanrwst — ^The Valley of JiU)ckS' n«ar Cap«l 
Cerrig — Rhaidr-y-Wenol — Convyay — Penmanmawr- 
Anglesea — Holyhead — The Welch People. 

JjJAVING gratified mys.CQrio&ity in. 
seeing every thmg remarkable at Bns* 
toi and in its neighbourhood, I set oi^ 
in a stage-coach for Birmingham. 
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*rbis latter town offers, from all 
sicies, to the approaching traveller large 
piles of buiJdings intermixed with 
numberless insignificant Iwuses, which 
are mostly inhabited by the common 
labourers of manufactories. Columns 
of smoke ascend from a hundred places 
' at once ; the noise of the work-shops^, 
form one perpetual disfcord ; and wher- 
ever the eye is directed it beholds in- 
dustry and activity. The perspective 
of the town itself is a Very long line, 
over which a few chiirch steeples peejp' 
forth, devoid of picturesque beauty : 
we may, indeed, say the same of the 
interior. : ' 

The houses of this town, with the 
exception • of a few, are built* witlf 
i>rick, aad have a fer more glooniy 
appearance than any w^iere el^e. Thert^ 
are no public buildings distinguisbab^V 
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/ r 

ftr tbeekg^see oft their steiHeiure;;: ex- 

Jhfade. ' The sifcreeto rim up^ and demtf 
an* dOcooBA^af the uneven gpoand the 
town, w built upon; they are badi}^ 
paved,; and that with square atoones^ ad 
tlityi gaierally ate in other towod^v 
if we except a few* fine streets,- as fbr 
iBstanee^NewrStreet^Charles^^treet, and* 
Mewball-street; thepteasing apfnt^rance 
ofiwliiah offcfi astrtkingcontmsfr'wrth 
the otJieit parts of thetowm^: t^eseara 
die only stseets> which* are w^eft lighted^ 
at ni^t ; Ijhfi^ others displaying hat a^ 
lew dint laaipi^ oy'aone ai> all» 

After having traversed Birmingham 
ki <Me«ienti dtf6cdidiis$ itssieeappfislred 
M»iAe'si^^urptssiQgly condideiablts} that. 
If expected' it t<> o€)ntaiii a> aumhbi'. of: 
ittha,bitaiU:s ittfiniteiy greatev tlmn that 
triidiw^faa ff^^^ ojUt upiMvpubUc in^ 



speofeioD-mldei ; . aceosding to wliiehi 
this krg^ town^ with its smalletr 
raburbs^ cannot boast of more. tfaaa 
6^S8# inhabitants. 

During, the last war, while mainj of 
the English towns rosd to a flourishing 
sfcate, Birmifighami was: distjpacted with 
inteatiiie disturbancesk The cenxm' of 
tibis is; that as its pre^mmeance among 
th«; English nuanjnfacturing towns wt^ 
obieHj attribiiifcable . to ito cooiinerc^ 
witl^ Fcance ami Spaiir, every hc^ite 
iattienraptioi^ theirejEbre, from those 
comil^cra could not fail, in ar gmit 
measure, toimpede the prj^gress of its 
manu&ctories^ if not shak^ them to 
tbe^Tcry fouadatiosi. 

i ... 

Erance was almost wholly furnished 
withBfaanmgham ateel-ware,onf account 
lof: its: inoapacity in; this bifioch ^ 
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maoufacture. The French government 
in vain strove, by suppressing the im- 
portation of these articles, to give en- 
couragement to native artisans; but 
pressingwants opened and facilitated'at 
all times the way to a contraband trade. 
In the treaty of commerce between 
England and France, the latter, in 
some measure, acknowledges this in* 
feriority. The English nation, by means 
of its large capitals, is, it is Well known^ 
in its concerns with foreign countries, 
generally the creditor: as often, there- 
fore, as an interruption takes place, the 
greater part of the disadvantage affects 
its members. Thus every breaking out 
of a new war with France or Spain, has, 
generally, been the signal for many 
great bankruptcies at Birmingham. 
The last war, in particular, from its 
long duration, has been certainly de- 
structive to this town. But another 
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jgr^at Hfttic^ial evil, doaniess and sc^ar- 
city of bresd, b^s affected it morp 
seriously than other tovvi^s in the king- 
dofn. There being, besides several 
large manufactories, ^n immense numr 
ber of smaller ones, part of which are 
dif/scted by 3qme pf the TOost skilful 
ij/orkmen, who after having got pos<- 
session of a small capital, by means of 
their personal industry, or credit, or 
Wfffe fortunate event, ^tfive to procure 
the;mselve$ an independent business. A 
sadden scarcity an4 dearness K>f pro* 
virion li^s a Q)pst i^elancholy effect 
upon the Utter, o^ny of '\^hom are 
destroyed in thjejr first pu^fet. £yiU 
of this sort <;aji^ na^r^y an i^creasfs^ 
of wprkjpen's )vages; lihe&e little &bri^ 
are tiiereby placed in t}^ iwfprtunat^ 
pcedicai^;it^ eit|hcf to au^ent th^ 
j}^*ice of their ^v^\c9p or to j&eU theiqi 
with loss ; either of which is equally 

VOL. III. H 
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disastrous,' and hastehd their ruin : 
while the large manufactories, heing 
possessed of more considerable capi- 
tals, are enabled to combat with the 
scarcity of the times longer and m6re 
effectually, as has been the case during 
the last scarcity, when many of the 
finest of these little fabrics were totally 
ruined. 

* . ■ p ^" 

When we consider what Birming- 
ham, for many successive year?, has 
Suffered from war and scarcity, while 
several other towns, as for example, 
Sheffield, Newcastle, Wolverhampton, 
aaid Walsall, have embarked in its va- 
rious branches of manufacture with' 
the greatest 'success ; and at Dublin, 
several large manufactories have been 
establiished, the produce of which ha;s 
since supplanted the Birmingham wares. 
ia Ireland ; we nnist naturatiy frri asto- 
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nished at llie degree of {)rosp0rlty thit 
town continues to enjoy. I think, 
however, that this may be accounted 
for, partly by its position, and partly 
by its free constitution. ' 

Birmingham is situated in about itfte 
centre of the circle which is formed 
by the great commercial towns of 
England, with which it is most inti- 
mately connected from north to south, 
and from east to west, by means of its 
canals, tliat joins the Severn, the 
Trent, and the Grand Junction Canal. 
The conveyance of coals from the 
Wednesbury pits are, by these canals,, 
rendered very easy. This favourable 
position allows the manufacturers to 
finish their articles at more reduced 
prices than they could do in the other 
manufactuvingr towns, and for that 
reason their market is more rcadv: On 

.1: ':" 



th^otlmiaxtid, the tonst\mk(hk bf ihi» 
iS6^h his nb trifling shl^e iik ibritiihg 
4ii6 bttsis of its fl6ttrishm^ ^^kte, to Wert 
!Ks supporting it fot So macy su<!eeis&iV6 
^cars. This con^tatton does not et 
all resemble the mode of government 
gfenerttl throujghout England : there are 
AC cdwporatieh^ no^klermen, lib mayor, 
no shferiffs, and tio c^mmoh cbuticH; 
the whole government is Vested in five 
infagistfate^, a high and a low bailfflp, 
^d a few police officers. 

Therfe is not the least restraint im- 
posed xfn any trade ; every ione may 
choose what he likes best to pursue, 
and is at liberty to push his fortune 
to the utmost of his power : foreigners 
have an equal right with the natives; 
as much facility to settle, and when- 
ever they please, to withdraw with any 
property that they may thus have ac- 
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«|uire(} by dint of industry, fiirmingham 
has therefbre Gvet been looked upoft 
izis an asylum open to industrious ai1> 
iats, and good workmen of all trades^ 
where they may exert their activity 
with full entire freedom according t^ 
their means, upon a large or smaller 
plan; fully persuadtfd, that any one who 
distinguishes himself wbuld find an 
easy credit and support : hence the con- 
tinual -introduction of new manufac- 
turers, while most^ of those who have 
grown rich in trade depart. The ob- 
ject of ail is to retire from successful 
labour into that happy state of inde- 
pendence, which is the grand prerogu-* 
iive of every Englishman, and cheers 
him to patience, to fatigue, and ia* 
dustry. 

TliQ Jiclptess poor are not forgptten 
in Birmingham, there being very libe? 

ji 3 



ral institutions, where they art- well 
taken care of; among others, a large 
hospital, one of the finest I have, ever 
seen, is chiefly supported by voluntary 
contributions, aided by.th^ occasional 
produce of concerts, together with 
one night*s benefit at the theatre, and 
a certain subscription, all of w^hich 
produced in the year, 1802, no less a 
sum than three thousand pounds ster- 
ling, . 

The spirit of Methodism has infected 
most of the large workshops at Bir- 
minghatn : its'warmest advocates, how* 
ever, are to be found among those who 
have to struggle with the most hard 
and troublesome kind of work. Their 
ndmber increases visibly, and in the 
space of the last twenty years the Me- 
thodists have erected three new-lars:e 
chapels at Birmingham^ 
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The theatre is apparently the only 
place where the beau monde of Bir- 
mingham has any opportunity to shew 
themselves, there being no proper place 
ef rendezvous fpr the higher class of 
people. The only public walk ia St. 

_ 4 

Philip's church-yard, where I never 
met a soul : and as to the Birmingham 
Vauxhall and Spring-gardens (some 
smaller tea-gardens not being worth 
mentioning), they are only visited by 
the middling class of citizens ; none of 
the higher rank are ever to be met 
there- 

* 

If the liberal arts are neglected at 
Birmingham, the mechanical arts ar^^^ 
€n the other side, as warmly patronized,, 
and flourish in an eminent degree. A 
foreigner, although he may have ad- 
Hiiaed the elegantly arranged shops at 
liondop, will be quite dazzled by the. 

h4 . V 






104 TRAVELS rrf 

a$t6riishing liistre of the Blnhifigtiam 
exhibitiofis itt dl their varied fabrics^ 
]^articulady those of st^fel \^are. Tlierfe 
*e several at Birmingfaaw, whioh, iti 
jpoint of riches, size, and elegance, siir- 
pls^ the first in the capital. Not Jess 
tifch aiid brilliattt kre the, public dis- 
J>layB of plated goods. 

III . proportion as this grandeur iii 
the Birmingham ware-rbofn's astonishes 
a stranger, so is he surprised at the 
'cheapness of the Articles, which are 
lower by a third, or even by one-half, 
than at London. Besides, a great variety 

of hew-TOvented articles are always 

» ■ ' • . 

to be met with here, long before they 
'aVe knowh in the metropolis; "for it 
seems that tlie artisans at Birmingham 
endeavom- to secure the profits of the 
fest sate. A su*r\Ty of the diifercpt 
l)ranc1iei» of 1)usine^8 at BxtminghaiA 
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would be extremely interesting : a bar- 
ren register, containing the names of 
th^ several manufacturers, may l>e 
fbutid in the Birminghitm Directory; 
and the annual amount of the industry 
of that town, which even now is com*- 
j)uted at four millions of sterling mo- 
ney, is no longer a secret. It might 
tiot h^'t been difficult formerly to an 
attentive observer, at a free admittance 
to the manufactories at Birmingham, 
to get acquainted with the resources 
mtd the iJhicf branches of business of 
this great manufacturing town, and to 
discover their eonneetions between 
each other, their tmitiial influence, their 
proportion to similar efforts of industry 
abroad,, arwi the influ^ce of the Eng* 
KA wholesale trade on the rise, in- 
crease, ami perfection, in which they 
flonrish. But this is impossiMe under 
€xistittg tircmnstaTices, for admittance 



105 TRAVELS IBT 

to the manufactories is no longer opetr 
to strangers, as it used to be some few 
years back. In the summer of 1 802, the 
several proprietors at Birmingham pub- 
lished in all the London newspapers, that 
in consequence of the great disadvaur 
tage which they had experienced from 
the free admittance granted to stran- 
gers, they found themselves obliged 
to refuse it in future, not only to all fo- 
reigners, but even to their fellaw-citi*- 
zens, without exception. They meur 
tioned, at the same time, that thi« 
determination^ urged by necessity, was 
the result of a general resoliition at 
Birmingham, and that no exception 
would be made in favouE of any per-r 
son/ This declaration of the proprie- 
tors of the Birmingham.fabriQs,amongsl 
whom was. the wopthy Mr.. BoultoUji. 
was soon followed by similar one^ 
published by the proprietors of, th(i'. 
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manufactories at Manchester, Leeds> 
Glasgow, and other manufacturing 
towns. All who knew how much the 
free iadmi^sion to these places had been 
abused, cannot disapprove the above 
measure; on the contrary, it is sur- 
prising that they did not sooner adopt 
it. 

From Birmingham I went to War- 
wick, twenty-two miles distant. War- 
wick is a small but neat town; the 
streets are spacious and the houses ge- 
nerally well built. The town is founded 
on a rock, out of which the streets 
have been cut : it is a very old place, 
but has never raised itself to a very 
flourishing state, the cause of which 
I assign to the* vicinity of Coventry. 
The river Avon passes close by the 
town^ and on a great rock, forty feet 
higlv, which, forms its banks' on one 
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side, stands the ancient beautlftil castiff 
of the Eaii of Warwick ; it is a su^ 
perb Gothic building of the tenth 
century, and quite uninjured by time. 
The circamferejiee of the castle is 
very extensive, and the constn£ctui« 
remarkably strcmg. I thought I was 
entering a fortress when I approached 
the high-vaulted gate, which leads to the 
outer court of the castle. In the hall 
are suspended the annoury of the old 
Earls * of Warwick. The spacious 
court-yard is bounded on one side by 
a high* wall with three large Qothic 
watch-towers, girded* with ivy j and 
on thje other the iaimeti^e Gothic cas* 
tie, with its towers and balconies, and 
strong wails ewered with gteen. Th^ 
iciterior of the eastle is deeorated in a 
princely style ; all tfie apa>rtn;ients are 
^rnainented .with exquisite master** 
{Mleces. of gieat artists. The worjca of 
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the celebrated Vandyke, Rubens^ and 
•Bjembrandt, are profusely displayed^ 
'Vandyke devoted his talents in Eng* 
land, patticularly to the three noble 
^milies of Arundel, Pembroke, and 
Warwick ; and if all the iv^orks of that 
artist, frotai Wilton-house, Wardour, 
and Warwick, were to be collected 
together, they lA^onld fortn a gallery 
in themselves. 

After my tctut-n to jSif»iin^hln5, I 
set off fiwr Shrewsbury, omly sixty railes 
distant. Tl^ road ;passes near to Mr. 
Boftlton's .grand manufectoty- The 
building is ^erected over a canal; its 
xnagfiitude ife e^nornious^ and resembles 
a sm&ll town^ it employs nearly one 
thousand people. On one side of the 
fabric, on an eminepce, is the charni'^ 
ing vilbt of Mr. Boukon ; the pro^j>ect 
from thence is free and extensive^ and 
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. embraces the whole vast scene of in- 
.dustry which the country around .re- 
presents ; for on all sides large manu- 
iactories rise, as it were, out of .dark 
clouds of smoke, and the couiitiy it- 
self appears hke an immense square in 
an enormous maufacturing town. 

The way to Shrewsbury leads over a 
stone bridge erected across the Severn ; 
the to^n is situated on a high hill, 
which is surrounded by the Severn, 
in a semicircle. Beautiful meadows 
and a rpw of fine hills compose the 
opposite banks of that river. Shrews- 
bury is without any squares ; there are 
several new and regularly built streets, 
but they are badly paved, and as badly 
ligbte<l : notwithstanding this, Shrews- 
bury has a much, nioi« cheerful ap- 
pearance than many large ^nd well- 
built riv!y]ish country towns: it has 
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some very fine* shops^ is populous for 
its size, aud its inhabitants seem 
wealthy ; the number of the latter is 
■nearly yOOO. There are neither fa- 
bricar nor manufactories in this* town, 
nor is it distinguished by .any -parti- 
cular branch of business: the retail 
trade is carried on here with success, 
for the farmers and proprietors of 
estates in North Wales frequent the 
fairs of Shrewsbury, which take place 
every Thursday: on /these, days the 
town is filled with pjepple, .and they 
afford a fine opportunity to a stranger 
to observe the lively character of the 
Welch.. Banquets, balls, concerts, and 
plays, enliven the social entertainments 
at Shrewsbury : although the town is 
.small, yet the ton in society is as 
free and refined a$ that at Bath and 
<)0ier elegant places of report for'the 
English beau^^moKde. Independetitiy of 



the fairs, Shrewsbury h Qthexmm 
nmch movp lively thafu most mother 
small proviiKial lown^; it bof^^ n 
^pod number of very dashifig equi- 
pages, und the narrow sirtiets aj-e^eur 
dered cheerful by the throng pf well* 
fdressed people. 

• 

The sick and poor we ^cjclknily 
.well provided for iu the hospital at 
Shrewsbury^ which b i^irely iptip- 
parted hj volninb^iy aiutiu«jl contribu-r 
tiiom, aiooujQtmg ge^^aily to s&^eia) 
thousawl poM^^ls. This iti9.ti tuttipn is, 
even in f^^^gUwl, disting;uishfd^ ^ }tbe 
Ififaexsdit^ wi^ »rhkh kM c^nt\m^t'§i^ 
Not fax iiom Uie hpifpUal a^ ie;y<e^Ue^t 
prisoga J)as been bviflt,; ^p)i J^i^ plxi*. 
laatbropic iiow^xri^ f>Uuij ^t ihe 4^-^. 
pence of the cy^utvty,; it j^ ^^'nJiA^ 
into, several Av^d^, apcordisi^ ix> thp 
different classes of tb^ ^:ia;ninaji8 : the 
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f7hiE>le arrangement of tlie interior d^ 
.serves the highest commendation, and 
is a fine monument of the liberal spirit 
^f its founders. 

I left Shrewsbury in a stage-coach 
for Llangollen ; the latter is a small^ 
dirty town, and is situated on the ri- 
ver Dee, in a beautiful vaHey. To- 
wards the north-east is a long row of 
bare mountains, consisting of lime- 
stones, of which the inhabitants of 
Llangollen construct their heuses. A 
traveller, who enters North Wales 
from this side, will observe with sur^ 
prise the singular contrast of exterior 
xjultivation, which, after so long an 
union, still exists in a very striking 
mannei' between the Welch and the 
English people. The wide^ dean 
streets, the fine buildings, the splendid 
shops, the well-dressed people, the 
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ferpetual activity, ivlikfa m dhnmt dfl 
farts of E^lamd, nM 0iily in towt^ 
tmt eyeft in village aittract tte at5- 
tention of a stranger — all tbeae please 
ing objects disappear on his entering 
NorUi Wales* Instead ef traveUtng in 
^mother proviiK?e of the same conlitfy, 
-iie will find himself among^ ^ stnange 
iiation, trfaidi by its l^guag^ ap- 
|)iearance> customs, and mann^r^, vei'y 
iOiftteriaUy distinguishes itself from tb^ 
Englidb. This, ho\irever; implies only 
the lower order of the people in North 
Wales ; the highct classes differ from 
t^se in Er^land in nothing but their 
^superic^r h(»p^lity : but rt is n:tid€^ 
niable^ that the commcm order of peo^ 
pie, cGmparrd Mrith that in Engltttid, 
is mudi inftrior to the ttft%et in pcatit 
«of cultivation; 



GRIAT BRITAIN. ITS 

Llangollen is wholly wrroutided by- 
high niountaiuSy from the top of which 
the most delightful views unfold them- 
selves in the neighbouring vallies, I 
ascended the highest of them, which 
contains the rains of a very ancient 
castle of the Welch princes, called 
Castell Dinas Bran : a footpath leads 
over mendows to the middle of the 
mountain, where it rises in a steep, 
conical shape. This mountain affoi^ds 
« wngnlar contrast in its veiy regulai- 
&nn^ with tiie wild ami rough rocks 
•by tyirich it is sun-ounded. Not a 
iungle tree decorates its summit; its 
flanks are covered with meagre tuif, 
&it the ruins on the top give it a ma- 
jestic appearance. The peJ7)endicalaf 
height of this moimtain is more tlian 
one thousand eight hiHidied feet : uo 
foot|ivth leads from the middle to the 
summit, but there is no danger^ as 
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has been asserted by some English 
tourists, in mounting its height. Cas- 
tell Dinas Bran, with its ruins and 
views, would alone be worthy a journey 
to North Wales. There is still re- 
maining of this old castle an archway 
in very good preservation, a part df 
. the wall with two windows, the lower 
part of one of the exterior towers, and 
the; other part of the wall that sur- 
rounded the castle, the which still 
distinctly marks its size and circum- 
ference : it encompasses a space of 
thYee hundred feet in length, and one 
hundred and iifty in breadth. It. ap- 
pears, from Welch chronicles, that 
this castle was inhabited at the begfin- 
ning of the fourteenth century, but at 
the end of it was destroyed. It is 
unknown to whom it belonged ori** 
ginally, or who was its founder or 
destroyer. 
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At a distance of about two miles 
and a half towards the south-west from 
Llangollen is Valle Crucis^ Abbey, one 
of the most picturesque ruins. This 
beautiful ruin of a Cistercian convent 
stands on a meadow, and derives its 
origin from the twelftli century. Two 
sides of the same Gothic church are 
well preserved, as are several arches 
and pijlars in the middle. A wide and 
high arch is extended over the vaultetl 
and neatly-decorated entrance, in which 
three large windows, with their of- 
naments, have remained uninjured by 
time. Stones, loosened by antiquity, 
tliat fell down in the inside of the 
church, have formed a hill, from which 
ash-trees have grown forth, which dart 
their branches in a most picturesque 
'manner through the windows of the 
ruin, 

1 3 



Half a fnile feom ValkT Crucis is a 
little hill raised <m a fiekl : a statue « 
here erected to the Welch prince Eliaeg, 
a very ancient moiitimeAt frooi the sc*. 
tveQth <rentury. 

From LlangoUen I went in a post- 
chaise bo Corwen; the road to it skirts, 
a large, rcHnaatic valley. Towards 
Corwen tl>e country assumes a mild^ 
and more pleasing appearance; the 
mountains dimitaifih, the river Dee 
loses its charactesistic wildness, and 
flows with majestic grandeur qiaietly.. 
among the fine meadows in the valley. 
The little town Corwen is smaller and: '^ 
more miserable than Llangollen ; it lies? 
at the foot of a row of high, grey 
Foeksy ami conskts, at tlie utmost, of • 
one hundred houses ; the poorest part 
of it is built upon the rock itself. It. 
is very^remarkablci that in this mise- 



]|]i9Pt ^k^n( atyte, eqtwl tft thQ$f in 
the. g«eat cit^Q» of EogUnd, whiclj 
pffem h^mim^ wocommoA^tion to the 

traveller. Beyond Cprwem the cQuatry 
is flat; the soil appears to be fertile, 
but not muck cultivated. 

Llanrwst is situated on the river Con* 
way in a beajutiful valley; it is larger 
and contains more inhabitants than 
Llangollen, but is nearly as badly 
baiilt. It has, besides a church, a 
large chapel belonging to the Methe- 
distByWhich is mucli fre<]uented by the 
inhabitants. Seven miles from tlience 
is. the romajy^ic valley Capel Cerrig, 
aikd cjkoe to it the famous cataract 
Rbaiadrry-Wenol. At a little distance 
from C^pel Cerrig, Lord Penrhy n caused 
a fine hotel to be built, which has the 
•appearance of a small Gothic chapeL 
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This roQiantic valley is muchfrequented 
in summer. Not far from hence is a 
pond, from which you have a view of 
the majestic Snowdon, whose summit 
loses itself in the clouds. 

The cataract Rhaiadr-y-Wenol is 
about t\vo« miles distant from Capel 
Cerrig. The bed of the river is nearly 
forty feet in breadth, and the depth 
of its fall more than seventy. The 
river precipitates itself over three im- 
mense rocks down the valley, but near 
the side of the road it has split the 
iocksy and part of it tumbles down 
perpendicularly in a deep bason. The 
rocks are surrounded by high oaks and 
^birch-trees ; rivulets burst through the^ 
branches of the road, one of which 
plunges on one side of the high road 
into a subterranean passage, and re- 
appears on the other side of the road* 
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After I left Llanrwst I went to Con- 
"way, an old Welch fortress situated on 
the mouth of the river Conway : the 
town itself is. of no importance, and 
seems in its decline; many houses 
stand empty. From want of trade 
much poverty prevails here". The only 
curiosity of this place is the ruin of 
the old castle, which was built in the 
thirteenth century. 

On my way to Holyhead I passed an 
enormous rock, called .Penmanmawr, 
which extends itself to the sea, and 
in whose steep sides a road has been 
cut, two hundred and fortv feet above 
the level of the ocean ; it is guarded 
by a stone wall towards the sea-side. 
Bangor, a town of some consequence, 
is situated in a valley^with a beautiful 
view on the fine bay of Beaumaris. 
^The road from hence to Holyhead leads 



J^^ryfi-mouot^ii, a ri«h coppernoii^c^ of 
Anfl^^ft, wUch yiekte we^rly tfei^y 
tlicMiaapid pounds a year to it$ pr^rie^ 
%QX$* Very few boroughs are to h@ 
90m Oft the road to Holyhead. AK 
^s plac^ notwithstanding it9 grea^ 
wwnectipn with Irfjla^d, pQt (wae 
branch of industry prosper, f acjk^tft 
sail from hence to Dublin every day, 
6KC€f t Thursdays. 'X^b^ tp\^n is sioall? 
dirty^and miserable. Lmetwithaothiog 
remarkable but aWeji^h bard> wlv> visits 
every bousis, and aQCAmpaiiif^s his harp 
with old Wekh songs;, which procures; 
hiw feff<esh«ieAt fi>om the inhabitwfa^ 

Tb^ aBcient ijyE^ional ^ir^ of i^ 
Weich has $tiU pres^^red itself in thp 
ntiddting dass of c\tuie9»9 m^ amoQ^^t; 
the jcountry p^op^e »f NocUi Wal» ; 
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^ey live sepamtely, and l»ve iidi^rited 
the ideas of their fore&thers. Witb 
thi» cl»«9 of people there i& still inami*» 
ftst a« almost DneoBquerable ^ynean 
towards all straagers, and an aversioa 
to the English, whom they less envy 
(for the Wdch people are very ciontent 
and without prete&sbua) than hate, on. 
aocount of their pide. The Welch 
associate together with great intimacy^ 
talk only the old language of the eoun-^ 
try, and tevere the memory of thos^ 
times^ when their bards composed 
those amorous songs, which are still 
sung to the hai-p with enthusiasm by 
tfce young people of Wales. The 
dreams and images of the glwious 
. deeds of their ancestors are, as it were, 
the poetry of their life. 

It is chidly o^nng to tlie aversion 
of the common peopk in Wales to the 
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English, that the cultivation of the 
latter has not yet found its way to the 
Welch towns ; but every attentive ob- 
server will assign the cduse of it greatly 
to the neglect of the English govern- 
ment towards the education of the 
lower order of people in Wales. There 
are neither public schools, nor have 
they provided for the improvement of 
the common people by cultivated and 
proper priests. No instituti(ms are 
Q3tablished for encouraging them to 
national industry, or to making them 
acquainted with the English manu- 
factures; and here we may look fon 
the cause which nourishes and inflames 
the old hatred: and it is the same 
cause which has disunitjed, in the East 
and West Indies, and particularly in 
Ireland, the spirit of the nation. 
Many resources would have offered 
themselves torform a permanent allianco 
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of fidelity and attachment between 
the conqueror and the conquered, but 
the policy of the English left this for 
time to accomplish. 

The Welch people are poof, ignorant, 
and superstitious ; inevitable conse- 
quences resulting from the above-stated 
reasons. 

The* Welch language is soft, and 
said to be very rich and cultivated. 
About two hundred books have been 
printed in Wales ; the greatest part are 
translations from English works. The 
colleges of Cambridge and Oxford are 
in possession of a great many Welch 
manascripts. 

The Welch language being very dif- 
ficult, and the knowledge of it not 
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appearing to repay the trouble 6^ team- 
itig it, few Englishmen devote any at- 
tention to it. But this ignorance of 
the English in the Welch language, 
and that of the Welch in the English 
language, produces in the course of 
civil life often prejndicial conse- 
quences: these are particularly mani- 
fest at the courts of justice in some 
parts of North Wales; for the com- 
mon people are unacquainted with the 
English laws, according to which they 
are, howcver,^ governed. 

In their don>cstrc life the Welch 
are very happy, and they are known 
for their hospitality, good-nature, amJ 
cordial sociability. The latter may be 
easily discovered at the fairs of the 
small Welch towns. A fair is a festival 
for all the inhabitants of the ndgh- 



baurVdod, becattiAfc en t&at dty all 
friend and acqoainUDces iMet in 
lowti to pass 9otae ha:ppy hours with 
each other. The inns are filled vniAi 
people; who eat aud drink together 
with as much cordiality as if they 
were members of one family strongly 
attached to each other. 

Whoever has seen the Welch citizens 
and peasants a&sembJed on such occa^^ 
sions, would take them for very gay, 
cheerful people; yet the manly cha- 
racter in Wales is still more grave 
than that in Englatid. Fanaticism 
and melancholy are more frequent 
amongst the Welch than the Eng- 
lish. ' From this it appears clear, why 
Methodism so well prospers in this 
country. This gloomy sect is to be 
met with throughout the whole of 
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North Wales; it has also founded a 
meeting at Hc^yhead, as I have been 
informed, whence, it is to be hoped, it 
will proceed no farther. 
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